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Willo Bible Chapel, Willoughby, OH (43:11)

I'd like to take up wo incidents in the life of the Lord, and one in the life of the apostle Paul, tak-
ing place all within 20 to 25 years, | bede and all hae a pecial significance, a special feature about
them. Ifyou’ll turn to the Gospel of Mattke in the eighth chaptemwe’ll see what the first one idn
the 28th verse, Matthe8:28, the Lord had just completed the incident of the jouower the water,
over the Sea of Galilee, in which a storm had been raging and the disciples came to him worried that
they were going to perish, and he caused the winds and the sea to subside, anddlzegreat calm,
causing them to sayWhat manner of man is this, thatem the winds and the sea ghieim?”

This brings us into the incident that IMeain mind. “Then when the Lord was come to the other
side, into the country of the Gmsene’,(which is really the Gadarenes, where the tribe of Gad in the
time of Moses had settled, on the other side of the Sea of Galilee), “there metdhpostsessed with
devils? T he word devils, in most instances in thewNEestament, should really & been translated
demons, because thesenly one Devil, but there are untold numbers of unclean spiiltspirits, and
these in the Gospels, and in the book of Acts, are termed defGosing out of the tombsxeeeding
fierce, so that no man might pass by thay.wAnd behold thg cried out saying, What are we do do
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God. Art thou come hither to torment us, before the Tinege?vas a
good way dof from them, a herd of mgrswine, feeding, so the dis, or the demons, besought him,
saying ‘If thou cast us out, suffer us to geag into the herd of swine And the Lord said to them,
‘Go.” And when thg were come out, tlyewent into the herd of swine. And behold the whole herd of
swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished iatdrs.wAndhey that kept them
fled, and went their way into the city and tolaxgthing, and what was baifen to the possessed of the
demons. A nd this is the point that | had in mind, especjdliynd behold the whole city came out to
meet Jesus, and whenyhsaw him, they besought him that he would depart out of their cbast.

And if you'll turn to the first chapter of the gospel of Mark, the second gospel of themelir
read a fev verses there, starting with the 21stse. ‘And theg went into Capernaunt...C apernaum
was the second home of the Lord Jesus Christ. Although he was born in Bethlehem, he was brought up
in the city of Nazareth, in Galilee, mamiles avay. But he left Nazareth, as we read in the fourth
chapter of Luke, and settled in the city of Capernaum.

“And they went into Capernaum{verse 21) ‘and straightvay, on the Sabboth dayhe Lord
entered into the synagogue and taught. Ang there astonished as his doctrine. for he taught them as
one having authorityand not as the scribes. And therasnin their synagogue a man with an unclean
spirit” (a demon) “and he cried, saying ‘Let us alone, whatehae to do wth thee, thou Jesus of
Nazareth? Arthou come to destyous?’ | know thee, who thou art, the Holy One of God. And Jesus
rebuled him, saying ‘Hold ty peace, and come out of hinA nd when the unclean spirit had torn him,
and cried with a loud voice, he came out of him. Ang tlvere all amazed, insomuch thatytrgpies-
tioned among themselves saying, what thing is thiéffat nev doctrine is this?For with authority
commandeth heven the unclean spirits, and thelo doey him. And immediately his fame spread
abroad, throughout all the region round about Galilee.



Then verse 32, skippingver a few \erses. ‘At even,” or in the e&ening, | tale it that it's the
eveaning of the same day which he cast out the demon from this person in the syndgsigeesning
when the sun did set, thhérought onto him all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with
demons,and notice this again, “and all the city was gathered together at the Aodrhe healed mgn
that were sick of various diseases, and cast ouy rdamons, and stdred not the demons to speak,
because theknew him. Thenturning to the book of Acts, the 13th chaptee’ll see that the message
still went on. In the 13th chapter of Acts and the 14th verse, thisnigh@Apostle Paul and his com-
pary in another synagogue, mamiles avay from Capernaum.

“When thg departed from Pgg they came to Antioch in Pisidiaand went into the synagogue
on the sabboth day and satwho Aninteresting thing is that the Jews were present in alnvest eity
in the near east, not ktoday in which the are gathered mostly in their own land. But in those days
they were spread abroad, and wesy city they formed synagogues, where yheorshipped on the sab-
both day They would read the scriptures, and this is the occasion for the Apostle Paul coming into this
particular synagogue, which was located in what i8 tiee country of Trkey, perhaps in the southern
part of Turkey. And there was a city there by the name of Antioch. He went into the synagogue on the
sabboth day and satwn. “And after the reading of the Wweand the Prophets, the rulers of the syna-
gogue sent to them saying, men and brethren, if yoa &iay vord of exhortation for the people, say on.
Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand, said ‘Men of Israel, and you that feav&adjigi
ence. A nd then the gist of the message that &eefpllows in the next 20erses or so, so we’'ll pass
on to verse 38.

“Be it known unto you,( this is the summation of his address to them in that synagogue) “Be it
known unto you men and brethren, that through this 'm@re’d been speaking about the Lord Jesus
Christ) “is preached unto you the fgveness of sins, and by hihgthat is, by Christ) “all that belie,”
notice this, it5 not addressed just to thewldut all, following what the Lord had said in John 3:16
“Whosoeer shall belieave in me $all not perish, but rece everlasting life”

So the Apostle Paul is continuing thissnto Jew and Gentile, “by him all that belie ae justi-
fied from all things. T hat is justified is to be considered righteous before God. from which he could
not be justified by the waof Moses. ‘Beware therefore lest that come upon you which is spaf in
the prophets, behold ye despisers andder and perish, for | work the work in you a days??7or&t w
in which ye shall in no wise belie, though a man declare it onto yoAnd when the Jews were gone
out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them, the next Sab-
both” A nd skipping wer to verse 44,'And the n&t Sabboth day came almost the whole,diigether
to hear the word of Gad.

I think itd be a pofitable study to look into these three instances, and ask, what was it that
brought a whole citytwo of them to the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the last case, to hear the word of God
from the lips of a man, a man who himself had been an enemy of God, had been the means-of murder
ing, and slaying magnChristians, but was ceerted miraculouslyand then went forward to preach the
very message that he was out, before, to destro

Some of you may remembef you've read a tract, a gospel tract, there was one published some
years ago that was entitled, “Whateke them?” It's based on a story of an incident that happened in
England some years ago, in a mining town, that ran the machinery continuAunslyso that when



persons were used to this noiseytleeuld go about their business and pay no attention td@tiey
didn’t hear if after a while. But one dathe machinery brak down. Ewerything stopped, and those
who were asleep at the time immediatelyoke And the rest of the gospel tract goes on to say ho
true this is, hw this is going to be verified, othis is going to be enacted again in a muchdamnay,
when the Lord comes and takes millions of people out of this scene, in an ifgiah€Corinthians 15
tells us that this will be done in the twinkling of ayee Itwon’'t be ©mething thas gadual, the Lord
will transfer us to hegen in an nstant, in the twinkling of an eye, when he calls his people h&md.
that will avake the unbeligers, all that hee heard the gospel in past years, all who are living at that
time, and hee rot accepted the Lord as their Savidhey will instantly wale wp, to their great loss.

Well the world will go on, and if you are interested in knowing what will transpire after the com-
ing of the Lord, you ha 1 read the book of Relation. Therewill be a period of judgment, for gen
years the world will be judged. There will be a series of catastrophies, that will decimatevd, tiedie
population. Andmen, instead of repenting, asyhH&d an opportunity to do before the Lord came for
his people, thewill then hare a1 opportunity to repent, but thevon’t. No repentance, in the book of
Revelation, it's an atounding &ct. All that are there, all that are living in that timecept those who
are looking for the Messiah to come, as theigke nation will be doing, the faithful ones, the remnant of
that nation, the will be looking for the Messiah,ub the rest will go unrepentant on into eternity
judged.

| said that we might ask the question, what brought these people, first to the Lord and then to hear
the word of God. In the first instance wevlahe Lord coming into a place that he hadanéeen
before. Theres no record that he went there before, \mr avent there agin. Naturallyyou wouldn’t
expect anyone that was beseeched by a whole city of people, to depart out of their coast ttertea
to turn avay from them, to leae them alone, that he would go backaag Butl’'m sure that after the
Lord was risen and the Holy Spirit came down, there were plenty more preachers that went back to that
place, perhaps reminding them of the treatment tiael accorded the Lord, andvigig them another
chance. Buthe treatment the Lord rewed there, is the same treatment that he is vauginow.
Although for three and a half years the Lord went up and down the land of Israel, it weustdramile
after mile, and he preached the gospel of the kingdom, he preached to merytsadulterepent, the
should belige an him, they should turn to God, for Israel had a record of 1500 years before the Lord
came to earth, of having fyotten Him, of having forsaken Him, turnediay from Him, served other
gods, which were no gods, and had committedyntames, | belige the worst of which was fdring
up their unwanted children to the god Moloch. Thesva fire-heated god, and yheould thrav their
unwanted children, boys and girls, tlsecorded a number of times in the Old Testament, this was their
record.

Of course when the Lord was living on earth, the Israelites had ceased worshipping othér gods.
think they had been cured of that by their treatment in the land of Babyi00.years before the Lord
came, thg were in captivity for 70 years, and their treatmeas\go terrible, and tiiesaw what their
forsaking of God had done to them, thatytheere cured from that time orl.don’t believe tat the
eve returned to the wrship of idols, that is idols made of wood and stone, idols of the heathen around
them. Nav men worship intangible things, th&orship fame, and moggeand glory and honora geat
mary things. Ambitionrules in the hearts of most men, and that often becomes theirVgatfor
three and a half years the Lord went up andrde¢he land of Israel, and though he did novagk



receve this kind of treatment, that is to dpdim to go avay, they heard his message, for that was the
purpose he had comdhey heard the wonderful Gospel that is still being proclaimed totiey by
believing, simple believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, trusting upon him as tivear,Sammitting their

lives 1o him, turning to him for guidance, experiencing the effect of the Holy Spirit upon thesy fol-

lowing him in his vord, keeping his commandments, not the commandment of Moses, but the com-
mandments of the NeTestament the chief one of which is tedomne anotherbecause we canlove

God, as He commanded the Israelites in the days of Moses, wdav@nGod as He demands or He
requires because we wouldvikdo be rfect, as God, to do that. But God has foundag through the

death and resurrection of His Son, for what Christ did upon the cross afal\enable you and me to

be justified, not only fajiven of our sins, but declared righteous before Hi@od sees us, if we are
believers in Christ, He sees us in Christ, and when He sees us He sees Christ, and when He sees Christ
He sees us.

So for three and a half years the Lord reegtithe constant>@erience of rejection. There were
few that beliwed on him. | believe that there were only some 500 followers, the figure thatvendiy
the Apostle Bul in the 15th of | Corinthians is the extent to which the Lord vedeiorverts. There
were not more than 500, whickaera small amount, considering whatel@ped after the Lord returned
back to Hegen, and sent down the Holy Spirit, and then the Holy Spirit energized the Apostles, and the
corverts, the belieers then, sa that the then-known world resed the message of the word of God,
although thg did not all recere the word of God.

The Lord receied constant rejection, and in one of the epistles, the expression is “he endured the
contradiction of sinners against himself.Hebravs 12:3] Just think of it: here is God Himself, in the
form of a Man, God taking human flesh, becoming a man,,mody and spirit, just lik we, though
without sin, for he could do no sin, he kneo dn, he did no sin. And he reeed from man all the
accumulation of hatred, and animosity scorn, and contempt, all that man and Satan coutsele
And it ended with that statement, just before the Lord was crucified, the people said “we wiNeot ha
this man to reignwer us’”

Not only was it rejection, but it & insult, not only contradiction, but insult. And men could not
answer the Lord words, or his questions, or his charges, his statements against themy G&sohntid
to the usual way of man todayhas continued right from the beginning, when you tamswer a per
son call him names. And these are some of the nameashealled.A blasphemerand that was about
as bad a name as awen Orthodox Je could be called. And that called for death, death by stoning.
He was called a blasphemer decever, a Samaritan, and talk about prejudice, the Jews hated the
Samaritans, because yhevere a mixed race, tiiewere Jev and Gentile combined.They had not
remained Jes. The had been tadn captie by the Assyrians 750 years before Christ, and were contin-
uing as part J® and part Gentile. Then tlyespoke of the Lord as possessed of a demon. Just think of
it, the holiest person, the holy Son of God. The demons recognized thatttbaihly name by which
they called him, holythe Son of God.

Men called Jesus possessed of a demon. Here was another term of approbation, or disapprobation,
friend of publicans, and sinners. In other words/ttivere putting the Lord on the samedeas the
traitors to the Jewish race, as the publicans, the tax-gatherers were considededinners, the
immoral, the openly immoral. And thechaged him with pererting the nation, forbidding to @



tribute to Caesadthough that was absolutely untrue. He had said, when that question was put to him,
“ Give what is Caesas'to Caesarand what belongs to Godvg o God." [ Luke 20:25]

But the worst charge of all was that he cast out demons by the Prince of the demons, and the Lord
said that that was the unfivable sin. That was chging the Holy Spirit, the third person of the God-
head, with unholiness, with the worst kind of sirhaven’t recounted all; this as only part of what the
Lord receved. Howv would aty of us, receting such treatment for the better part of three and a half
years, what would & been our responseWe would hare rejected them out of handMe wouldn't
have lasted probably three and a half months, instead of three and a half years. But the Lord just kept on
preaching his lee © man, and the fact that by believing on him, putting in their lot with hiny the
would receve d@ernal life. That was God’best promise, God'best gift.

What weve read in the first instance, in the Gospel of Matthdoesnt tell us the whole story
For that we would hee © go to he Gospels of Mark and Lek For they tell us that these men, these
men infested with demons, were unclothedy tlvere cutting themsebs with stones, tlyawere crying
out, and thg were such a menace that no one dared go near them. Buvitiently were no trouble
for the swine, for the hogs that were there. By tlag, what is something that shouldvee havebeen
there, for the Israelite & forbidden to deal in unclean animals. And while the pig had one quality that
would have made him acceptable, he ditiiave the other The Jev in the old testament was not
allowed to eat ananimal that did not hae a ¢oven hoof, or that chewed the cudNow we don’t know
the reason for thatl suppose the reason wasdaly sanitary They didn’t havethe means in those days
of refrigeration such as we V& and beside it was hot countrgo hat disease in hogs would probably
be very disastrous to human consumption.

At ary rate, these animals shoultihave been there. And the reason wtne tribe of Gad and
Reuben, and the half tribe of Manassah chose this coontige other side, or the west side of the Jor
dan Rver, or the Sea of Galilee, was because d@svgood country for raising cattle. And yheaited
until the land was fully possessed, when Israel had exterminated, or rather had castyooit timan
nations in the land of Canaan, so thatytinent back to this place. The Lord ditribrget them,
although thg were the first to go into capily, even before 750 BC.They were taken capte by the
Assyrians, showing that if we do not carry out the Lokgrd, if we dont go by the Scriptures, if what
the Lord has fully reealed is not kept, we will notvaid disastrous consequences.

And here these men were deled from the demons, and the demons asked to be sent into the
herd of swine. The Lord granted this, and the herd of swisea markable thing, that theshould do
what the did. Evidentlymen can be infested, V&demons or unclean spirits within them, andytban
live comfortably or even in pain with it, but when these spirits, 2000 of them #&svsaid, or rather the
2000 hogs, these spirits infested the hogs, the hogs could not stangriatilee chose deatilhey ran
down this slope and into the sea.

Wl this of course s, | beliee, one of the first times that the Lord had cast out demdhsre
are other instances in theWd&estament, in the Gospels, that tell us about this, agcatkegemarkable
in each case. The demons confessed thatwleee in the presence of God, the Son of God, the Holy
One who had come, and whawd esentually dispose of them. Where the Lord said on a later occa-
sion, that Hell was not made for man, but for the Devil and his angels, and | suppose these demons
would be part of Satag’amy.



Well in the second instance that we leodkat, the Lord cures, [fadeout in recording] or casts out
another demon. And he said on another occasion‘thaby the finger of God, cast out demons, then
be sure that the kingdom of God has come upon ybuke 11:20]. You see the Lord brought into the
world his kingdom, but it was refused, and that kingdonv izoa iritual thing. The kingdom that the
Lord was to bring s for Israel, and he willventually bring them a kingdom, but at the time 1900
years ago when he was here, he offered the kingdom, but it was not accepted. The first statement he
made, the first command havgwas, “Repent, for the kingdom of the heas, the kingdom of God
has drawn nighbut man would not hee it.

So in this second instance wevlahe Lord, curing in Petes’house, and all the cityve don’t
know how mary it was, it must hee been a tremendous numbpeveryone that had persons that were
sick, or troubled with diseases, or had demong; thene to him to be healed. It says that he healed
them, but that that very night, he went out and prayed todileeF He needed refreshment work
like that, one can imagine what it would mean foy hause, to hee a whole city approach its doors,
with hundreds, perhapsean thousands, of cases of the sidkven if the Lord just touched each one, as
he usually did, or sp@kto hem, relbked the disease or the demon, just think hang that would tad
It was a mighty work, and this is something that the Gospels, if you read the Gospel ovidatibe
cially, you will be impressed with the tremendous number of persons that were healed, that were cured,
were delered.

[fadeout in recording] This is one of the greatkg of God, and the very place of Capernaum,
where the miracles were done. The Lord said on a later occasion, in the 11th ofvViatidie 11:23]
that if the mighty wrks that were done in Capernaum, had been done in Sodom, that terrible place,
place of iniquity where @eryone was a degenerate, if the gospel had been preached there, if those
mighty works had been done there ythould have repented in dust and ashes. That was the condem-
nation of Capernaum, having been so close to the Son of God, and yee tejaated him.| wish |
could speak on this a little longéut | want to get to the third case wo

What brought them, in the last case, in thevioigs one, was their need of healing. Anavhioue
it is that men want God to heal their bodies, but their souls;That's the last thing thg are worried
about. Thdirst thing thg should be worried about is the last thingytlzee. Buthere, in the little tan
of Pega, or Antioch, a city in the region of Rg; in what is nev the land of Tirkey, 1900 years ago the
Apostles, na preaching this wnderful gospel that the Lord d¢pan, and the Lord is using them to heal
too, casting out demons. Bual and Peter and all the others were instrumental in saving soals,
and giving people a proof of the validity of thend of God, that it was the word of God, and not just
man’s word. Andso we hae this wonderful message in this synagogue. The reason Itdiekd it is
that | feared that | would get too close to closing time.

So | trust that you will read this this afternoon, or at your leisure, the 13th chapter of Acts where
Paul extemporaneous)yust gets up and without apreparation, gies this wonderful message, tells the
Jenish people, and doubtless some proselytes, because the groups wanted to hear the same message,
their ovn people, he tells them the history of the nation of Israel, from the time the fathers were chosen,
that is Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and then Moses and the successors of Moses, up through Samuel the
prophet, and then Dal. Saulfirst, the first king, and then B, and then he goes right on into the
wonderful promise of the OldeBtament that out of the loins of David, out of the seed of David, the



descendants of David, would come this person, wholdvchange things for the wholeovid. Hewas
the Saviour God was raising up, bringing into tteld; a nev thing, a man who could ga the world.
How people want that todagon’t they. They want peace.They want a leadersomeone that can bring
peace and blessing out of the chaos that we're in, or getting uttdhdy won't turn to Christ. And
Christ alone can help. He is to be the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, Witrsbof all, he vants
to be mars Savior. And that can be so easily acked, just by as he Apostle Paul writes in Romans
10, “If thou shalt belige with thy heart, and confess withythmouth the Lord Jesuspr Jesus as Lord,
“and belige that God has raised him from the dead, thou shaltueel 54 Romans 10:9]

Theres no dfficulty about the way of salttion. Thething is that man doegnwant it. | can
remember listening to preaching for some years, before it dawned on me that | hadsiongkction.
| couldn't just sit there and listen and be told | must elibut | must tak a dfinite act of it. | must
cast myself at the feet of this person who died for me upon Cawaogs. ThanlGod | did, one day.

Well the message that the ApostlauP brings them is that this person who has come into the
world, who died and God raised him from the dead, he\s atahe right hand of God and this is his
message. Byhis man, that is Christ Jesus, is preached unto you thedoess of sins.Well that
wasn't so wonderful, becausevery Jav knew that by means of sacrifices sin would beeted. But
here was a fgjiveness of sins in Gogl'dght for eternity But he adds, not only the fliveness of sins,
but by him, all that belige, are justified from all things.For you couldnt be justified by the L& of
Moses. Thatvas the trouble of the Olddstament. Onef Jobs questions wasHow can man be just
before God?’ [Job 25:4] Hav can God consider him righteous when he is so unrighteous, and has no
way of improving himself.

David says, ‘in Thy sight shall no man living be justifiéd.] Psalm 143:2] That was the com-
plaint, that was the trouble, with the people of the @Glgtdment. Buall of those who put their trust in
the Lord were justified, But here is the first time ffeached into the Gentiles in thewW&estament.
WEell this is a wonderful message for those peoflbese were idolatorsyery one of them.They were
worshipping the Gods of Greece and Rome, all mythical persons, as wedday If you're studied
mythology at all you kne that these were just figments of the imaginatidhese gods Jupiteand
Zeus and Apollo and so on were just figments of the imagination, and hundreds of Bhieefspostle
came across them in the 17th of Acts, and there was one inscripticiheé Unknown God. | n their
desire not to dénd ary god that thg had omitted, the raised an alter to the unknown god, and that
gave im the message for his address there.

WEell this message was so wonderful, thisswvhat would elete them, this was what would liber
ate them, from the bondage yheere in, the uncertainty of life, the certainty of death, whes fagond
death, this was Gosl'answer to them.And it says almost the whole city came to hear the word of God.
That's what should bring man, that should bringrg person living, to hear theord of God. Is there
arything more stable? Is there anything better that man cowleP h¥et here it is, God' word. God
has gone to infinite lengths tovgius this word. Whata pty we dont avail ourselves of it. What a pity
that we dort treat it as the wrd of God. We tink that we can do withverything else, and le® tis
aside. Thiswvord of God will judge us in the coming dayhis is what we will hee o face, if we are
believers, our vorks will come into judgmentWe will be appraised for what we & done, since we
have been saed. Butfor those who are still unbeliers, that could change, in an instant, ifytleould



just belizze. Those who still remain unbeliers will come unto the judgment of the word of God and it
will be the person who as here 1900 years ago who said, “if aman hear my words and reject them,
there is one who judges him. The word V\é&apoken, it shall judge him at the last day John 12:48]
What a solemn thing; | trust no one here is in thatgoayebut if you are, repent, turn to God, for thsat’
why Christ died. He died for us, he died for sinners, he died for the undwdted for all, he died for
you.

Shall we pray Gracious God our Father we thank Thee for instances ynwind that shw that
men were concerned, but perhaps not with the right thiklg.pray that each one here may be con-
cerned with the eternal whereabouts, the eternal giedttheir souls, and that those that bediewill be
more impressed with the certainty of these things, and the blessedness of havirgjviree&s of sins,
and being justified, considered righteous, iry Bight. We ask Thy blessing upon the Sunday school
downstairs, and for the teachers, that therdvof God may penetrate the young heartsvefyescholar
downstairs, and whever the word of God is preached, the seed of tlbedwnay find a lodgment in
souls, we ask it in Christs’ precious name, amen.

The meeting is \er.



