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Many thanks for the introductionlf | were to ask anyone oweryone here what is the most
known chapter in the Bible, outside of the Psalms, outside of the 23rd Psalm, | guessonidstay
John 3. And that wuld be, | think, in the main, correct. There are also d¢ther chapters of the num-
ber of 3 that very are well-kmam, Genesis 3, which tells of the fall of man, and Romans 3, which tells
of mans wiritual fall, hav man has gone much further than Adam did, and he reeds the redemp-
tive work of Christ on the cross.

But John 3 is the first velation in the Ne&v Testament of God’love And it is matched by some-
thing else that | would l&to gpeak on this morning. And it concerns the one wis the forerunner of
the Lord. And if you'll turn with me to John, the third chaptee’ll begin at the place that most
preachers don't, for tlyeread the first part of the chaptére first 21 erses. bt the remainder of the
chapter thg leare done, because thatiot a part of the subject. The first part of course was where the
Lord spole to Ncodemus, the man who came to him by night, the Pharisee, the good man, the righteous
man, the self-righteous man, the one who thought & good and that wouldial before God. But
goodness is not enough for God; God demands perfection.

So let us read from the 21st verse, or the 22nd verse, of the third chapter sf ghsipel.
Remember that the John that is sgolof here in this part of the chapter is not the John that wrote the
gospel. Thigs John the Baptist, the one who was justvarf@nths, six months | bele, earlier in the
world than the Lord s, that is by way of birth, but the John that wrote these things, wrote what we’
about to read, and wrote the whole gospel, was the son of ZebEdatewas one of the things that
makes it difficult to read the Bible, because yowéna mary Josephs, and so madacobs, and so
mary James, and Johns, that yowédo identify them mostly by theirathers names. Johithe gospel
writer was the son of Zebedee.

Well, continuing nav, garting with the 22nd verse, “after these thifig$at is after the Lord had
been dealing with NicodemusA fter these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judea.
And there he tarried with them and baptizetn other words, the Lord had left Jerusalem, where he
dealt with Nicodemus, and waswan the part outside of Jerusalem, in the land of Judea, or in that
place Judah had its being, and there he tarried with them and bagtlaeds the first time, | behes,
that we hear that the Lord baptized. But we'll sew tioat’s modified. ‘And Johri, t hat's bhn the
Baptist “and John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because #eeraugh water there: and
they came, and were baptizedror John; John the Baptist,'vas not yet cast into prisoi.hen there
arose a question between some of Johisciples; t hat is, John the Baptistdsciples, “and the Jes
about purifying. And thg came unto Johht hat is John the Baptisahd said unto him, Rabbi, he that
was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest withéhst is, the Lord, “behold, the same bap-
tizes, and all men come to him. John answered and said, A man cae retking, except it be gen
him from heaen. You yourselves bear me witness, that | said, | am not the Chuigthdt | am sent
before him. He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of thgimdee, who stands and



hears him, rejoices greatly because of the brimem’s wice: this my jg therefore is fulfilled. He must
increase, but | must decredse.

Now if you have the Bible, the Bible that I'm reading, you’'ll see a paragraph and a change there,
or a statement, a declaxegi gatement concerning Jesus Christ. Evidently Bbofield thought the
remaining six erses were written by the writer of the book, the gospel wiiln the son of Zebedee.

But | think it is more likely that this declare¢i datement of the last six verses fits in at the end of the
21st verse, and these words were said by the Lord Jesus Christ.

However, whicherver is true, the statement is true. This is @ik statement, and back of it all is
the Holy Spirit, who indicted this gospel, but Idiko hink of it myself as the final erds of John the
Baptist, his tribute to the LordWe just read, “He must increase, but | must decréasat is, “he must
grow greater but | grow littler.” And the statement that follows would seem to be hiat&ito the per
son of the Lord Jesus Christ, whom he had only recently come g &md whom, you may remember
that when he was later cast into prison because he hagkdhderod with sin, he was put into prison
and languished there, we dbkhow how long, couldnt havebeen too long, it Satan used that time to
stir up doubts in him, whether the person that he had been preaching about, whom he had been directing
men tavard, was really the Christ.

You see for he had the same idea that all the Israelites of that day had, that the Messiah, the Son of
God, would come and straighten out thingeuld restore the kingdom to Israel, the kingdom that the
had lost 600 years befor@hey had been captes, and prisoners, and subject to four nations: the Baby-
lonians, the Persians and Medes, the Greeks, and the Romans. YAmethenev in bondage to the
Romans, although tlgedenied it. You remember hw they told the Lord, “we were ner in bondage to
ary man; [ John 8:33] which was a deliberate liBut that was their thought, thevere a very proud
race, gen as hey are today God has gien them the marvelous abilitgnd he is going to carry out his
promises to AbrahamNext week you heard that you will be hearing something about Abrahéeth.
to Abraham was careyed the greatest message of the Old Testament, that is, that he wouldabeethe f
of a great nation. That Godowld bless him, that God would curse those who cursed him and his
nation, God wuld bless those who blessed him and his nation, and in him, that is, in Christ, because
that's what God had in mind, andstebundantly praen in the 22nd chapter of Genesis that in the seed
of Abraham, Christ himself, the Lord from Hen, all the nations of the earth would be blessed.

We were discussing this morning a little of the problems of the presenhalayhings seem to be
deteriorating, between nations, between peoples and between nationswavehhgimply civil war
could break out in mannations todaybecause of the feelings, of the hatreds, the prejudicesxisat e
But God is withholding all of this, and in His good time He will bring out the person who is to be the
Savior of mankind. Savior in the sense that he will presernen from the fate that tigevould like to
inflict upon each otherAnd the world is still to see a thousand years of wonderful blessing, at the end
of which Satan will be loose, and he will comeaiagand do the same things to the nations, to the unre-
generate mass of mankind, that he did to our first father and mittetam and Eg. Hewill deceive
them, and bring them as a force, as an ammyry to destry the Lord and his people. And swift
destruction will come upon them, and that will usher in the day of God, when men will be judged for
their sins, and cast into Hell, and the wrath that the Gospel, that the last verse of our chapter speaks
about, will then tak gace.



So then let us read this tte then to the Lord that John the Baptisegius. “He that cometh
from abwe is éove dl: he that is of the earth is eayttend speaketh of the earth(that was himself)
“ he that cometh from heen is eove dl.” T his was what filled the soul of John the Baptist, | haie
Here he was, just a person, just a marm, dileryone else, although endowed witlorderful ability but
he had the prilege of introducing to the world, especially to the nation of Israel, and through them to
the world, this wonderful person, from Hea. “And what he has seénhat is what the Lord has seen
and heard, that he testifies and no man vesdis testimon.” B ut we’ll see that this is not wrérsal,
there were xceptions. ‘He that hath receed his testimony hath set to his seal that God is trleor he
whom God hath sefitt hat's the Lord Jesus Christ, “speaks therds of God: for God ges mot the
Spirit by measure to him. The Fathevédth the Son, and hathwgn dl things into his hand. He that
believeth on the Son hathverlasting life: and he that belieth not the Sof,or he that is not subject to
the Son, or he that is disobedient to the Son, who does ngttlebeSon, tha$ the thought in this
“believing not the Soi," shall not see life}'will not take part in that eternal life that God has for
evayone that puts their trust in His Son, “shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth bn him.

I think this is an exceptional statement, this last verse John B:86n the same chapter that tells
us of the wonderful e o God, a love © wonderful, that no one could possibly tell it out in its fullness.
There arert’'words enough toxpress the intensity of theve d the heart of God, to @& hs Son. You
remember this chapter contains the verse that almestb®dy seems to kmo | remember being in a
hospital once, we were preaching, we were reading the Scriptures, and there was a man in one of the
beds that was constantly interrupting, or making snide remarks. There are peothiatitkat hee ro
respect for the Word of God. It means nothing to them, it just seems to be somethingytinaisihe
sneer at.But when the reader came to the 16th verse, the man stopped his jeering, stopped his foolery
and he repeated with the reader this vemsg. “For God so lged the world, that he ayehis only his
beloved Son, that whosoer believes on hm should not perish, but e everlasting life? A nd that
stopped his jeering and fooleand the Word of God put a clamp upon his mouth, and we were able to
go on with the reading.

Well it’ s interesting to knw something about John the Baptid/hat is told us about him is not
told us in one placeThere are probably some 30 or 40 references to him in the Scriptures, in the book
of Matthew, of Mark, and Luke, and John, and Actsdon’t know that he is referred to in wrof the
other epistles. But in those éooks we hae ©me 30 references to thewk of John, to the person of
John, and the first one is in Leid, which of course tells us about the birth of the Lord. Prior to the
birth of the Lord Zechariah was in the temple. He was a Levite, of the tribe of Levi, he was a priest.
And while he vas attending to the worship, the service there in the tabernacle, or the templetheather
angel Gabriel appeared to him. lasvthe same angel, the same high order of angel that had appeared to
Daniel 600 years beforeAnd his message, the angel Gabsiglessage to Zechariah was that God had
heard his prayeend his wife would hae a ®n, and he was to be called John.

Now the meaning of the word John i€&06d is Graciou$,or “‘the grace of God, the graciousness
of God’! God was coming out to manwpin a manelous vay, and here he had appointed this/pthis
son, to be the fulfillment of twwpassages in the Old Testament, one in the 40th of Isaiah, which reads,
“The wice of one that crieth in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lore, snaght his
paths. A nd then there was another quotation, there was another pyaphtbe last book of the Old
Testament. Malachithird chapter“Behold | send my messenger before my face, and he shall prepare



the way before mé.[ Malachi 3:1] So here was a divineveation, by way of an angel, to an old man,
that his wife, his elderly wife, would bear this son.

This came about, in due time, and he was duly named Jbmon’t go into the circumstances,
there are remarkable circumstances, youVlehia read it, you'll find it in the early part of the first chap-
ter of Luke. WhatGabriel has to say about this is equally remarkable: not only thabild e born of
elderly parents, but that he will be a great perdde.is said to be, “he will be great, in the sight of the
Lord.” [ Luke 1:15] He will bring mawy of the children of Israel back to the Lord, turn their hearts back
to the Lord. He will go in the peer and spirit of Elijah. And Elijah was a great character in his day
and had been considered one of the highest prophets, althougls Ipeophesying in the land of Israel,
the ten tribes.

Elijah was prophesied to be returning, but | balithe Lord showed from his answers to the disci-
ples that the Elijah thatag prophesied was really John the Baptist. John the Baptist fulfilled vakat w
said about Elijah.

So we hge a lttle of Johns background gien us, in that from an early age, he was in the desert of
Israel. Hewas ot in the Temple, or in Judea, but he was in the wilderness,vandis clothing and
his food are described. He mustvbaeen an unusual charactelothed in came$ hair, with a girdle
about his loins, and eating locusts and wild lyoriéyou just think of that for a moment; just think of
ary of us keing satisfied to wear such clothes or eat such fotink it would be very surprising to see
anyone, throughout the earth, who would perform such a feat.

The clothes, camdal’hair, if you hare been to a zoo and seen a camel from a close-up distance, you
can imagine he scratcly any such clothes would be. Of course yhmake camels cats and so on,
camels hair coats todaybut they are protected from the skin.

And just think of eating wild horye A man would hae o be déther acquainted with the bees, or
impervious to their stingsSo aryway this was a remarkable charactBut it was what he preached,
not only the way heved but what he preached that stirred nseinéarts. Godvas preparing a remnant
that would be appealed to, and it sayytbeeme from all quarters, to be baptized by John in therRi
Jordan. Nw the River Jordan is a type of deatht’s the river that the Israelites crossed on theayw
into the Promised Land. after their 40 years in the wildernassl they had to pass through the sen-
tence of death before theould get to their destination, and then fight for that lalhdvasnt given to
them, thg had to fight for it.

And it's a pcture of the Christian todayWe don’t get anything except we struggle for it, we
study and strive for it, that is the &y to get blessing out of the scriptures, out of our eternal life that we
have with the Lord. Now the message that John preached & message of repentance. And the bap-
tism that he effected was not for salvation, but was a proof of the confession of their sins. By being bap-
tized the confessed their sins, theealized that thewere no better than the man of the Syrian army
that had been baptized or had been immersed, immersed himself in that case, and his case was for deli
erance from leprosy.

Whereas the baptism that John preached, that he performed, was a onextirtteae signified, by
an outward sign, the reality of an inwar@nk. For he didnt only baptize, but he insisted that yhe
bring forth fruit, meet for repentance. That was the way tikere to pree the reality of the work in
their souls. The baptism of John was different from Christian baptism, because Christian baptism tak



place after a soul is coerted.

Now repentance in John the Bapsstase vas not fully salvation, although | bel that confes-
sion of sin and a real belief in the person that was to come, that is, on Christ, weuéddiad them of
sahation after the Lord diedFor all the worthys of the Old Testament had faith in Christ, and thih f
was goplied to the work that Christ did upon Caly's aoss. Sahey were saed in the same way that
we are, by trusting in Christ. And | just want to point out the difference between this baptism, the bap-
tism before the cross, and the baptism that the disciples performed afterwards.

All of the book of Acts shws that baptism, water immersion, is performed only once, and that only
after a person has signified their belief in Chrislhey were saed and then baptized. Mark, the end of
the book of Mark, confirms that he that beé® and is baptized will be sad. Buthe that beliees rot,

shall not be sad, shall be lost.

Unfortunately some belige tat baptism is a part of sakion. It's just a sign that is performed
once, to she to the world that we hae ded with Christ and that we are raised again, just as Romans
6:6 tells us.” Know ye not, that so manof us as lavebeen baptized into his death, Chestath, hae
died with him, and in his resurrection wevhaeen raised with hih. T he baptism there is an ouivd
sign of an inward work, nothing more, nothing less.

Well the character of John the Baptist mustéh&een great, and the Lord brought to him those
people that were reading the signs of the times, that knlitle bit of the human heart, of their heart,
could see the hypocrisy of the Pharisees and the Saducees, the chief priests, the scribes, the elders, all
those who took a higher place, all those who considered themselves righteous and needed no repen-
tance. Thevery fact that these people came to John the Baptist to be baptizeddstiaat thg were
taking their place outside the establishment, using the word establishment in the accepted sense, that it
was autside of the ruling force. Tewvere having a personal experience.

Now, unfortunately | think that their repentanceas not deep-seated, or in some cases was not
true. Jusas in the case of Jonah and Niie You remember that because Jonah preached in 40 days
Ninevah would be werthrown, that God spared the cityBut a hundred years lajethat city was
destrged, and the whereabouts of it are notwno Sothat repentance is not sation. Repentancs
the first step tward sahation. Repentandewards God is what the Apostle Paul preached after Céirist’
death and resurrection.

In the dispensation in which we are, in this era, in this Christian era, he preached this formula,
repentance twards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Chri&hd thats what it is. Repentance is the first
step, its the necessary step sithe step in which we belre that we need to turn to God, turn from-our
seles, turn from our sins, confess our sins, and plead the blood of Christ, the work of Christ upon the
cross, as the way of sahion. Ifwe do that, God will gie s dl that He had in His heart from eternity
that He is giving His son, that to share with Him.

Well the message, not only of John, was to repent. Although the message that he preached is only
given us in a bort fav sentences, if all that was preached by the person of John the Baptist weare gi
us in one place, it @auld occupy just one chapter out of the gospels, so little v&gus. Butwe knav
from what is stated in the 30-some-odd places that speak of him, wetkabhe preached not only
repentance, but to turn to the one whasvweoming. And at first he didrknow who this person as.



He didnt know the real person. Although he kmdne was his cousin, although he knéhe Lord by
sight, and thg must hae met together and enjoyed their compane ae told in the first chapter of the
gospel of John that it was only when the Lord was baptized by John invilselitdan and he sathe
Holy Spirit, as a dee, light upon the head of the Lord Jesus Christ, and3mite from hewgen, “This

is my belwed son, in whom | am well-pleasédhat he understood that this personynwas far more
than his cousin, was far more than the person known as Jesus; he was the Son of God.

And John was also, in his recognitionwnof the person, he says of hirBehold the Lamb of
God, who takesveay the sin of the wrld.” A nd while the expression “the Lamb of Gbid' a grange
one to the one who is not acquainted with the Scriptures, seares &y odd expressionyery Jew,
evey Israelite would knw instantly that this meant that this person wtaswalled the Lamb of God
was God'’s sacrifice, was to be Gosl'sacrifice, he was to be the fulfillment of all the Old Testament sac-
rifices for it was the lamb that was slain on tlesder night, and it was the blood sprinkleden the
door and the doorposts that yaeted the destroying angel from destroying the Israelite. \@oy e
Israelite applied that blood, and roasted the lamb, and enjoyed its meat, in recognition ofatien salv
that their forefathers had experienced that night in Egypt when all the firstborn of the Egyptians were
slain.

You know the Old Testament abounds with Gopidgment, and i§ too bad we do'read the Old
Testament sdiciently, We like to gay in the N& Testament because we thinksithore applicable to us,
but we learn something of the character of God in the judgments that Hetkeasled upon the earth.
The first elgen chapters of the book of Genesis is nothing bne judgment after anothehe final
judgment taking place in the flood, and then upon Sodom and Gomdakrahthen the wnderful
promise to Abraham as I ¥&awld you, it changes the pictur@hen God comes out in grace. He estab-
lishes one man, he takes one man out of the wicked world, and fixes on him a nation that is ts be God
representatee in this scene for Him, and to bring forth His son, who was to be the savior of mankind.

Well John had wonderful successy fmore than the Lord had. There mustehbeen multitudes
coming to John to be baptized in thatd&iJordan. Andevidently, from what we read in the third chap-
ter of John the creds were so big that he had to go to another place where there wasaterrend |
hope it was cleaner water than thedRidJordan, because if yote ever seen the picture of the color of
the River Jordan youd wonder hev anybody would step in it, let alone be baptized in it. Bus ithe of
the remarkable vers in the vorld. It's far belav the surface of the sea, and it runs down to the Sea of
Tiberius, and the Dead Sea, Idiorget the other name that meregit now, it's rot the Dead Sea.

But the success that John reedi shows that there as a work going on by God in the nation of
Israel at that time to prepare the way for his Somfortunately | think there was failure connected
with the baptism of John and hisok, his work of calling men to repentance. As | said before, |
believe it was apostle work, as all works are thatéhta do with mankind. When God sent his Son, and
when the Lord bgen to do his work, and John was put in prison, we read of only vemy fee don'’t
read of the multitudes coming to the Lord to hear lisdwalthough there were multitudes who came to
be healed of their diseases, but there were mightyttfat came because of their sinde read of ery
few incidents in the gospels that tell us of the remarkable work of the Lord in saving souls.

You know when Lord did say thatThy sins are fogiven thee’ they rose up in protestWhy, who
can fogive dns? Thats God’'s work only. You see the didn’t realize this person that John had been



preaching, he had been telling them to velien for their soul salvation, that he truly was the Son of
God. Thathad been realed to John the Baptist, but it evidently wasavealed to the masses.

So we nav come to our chapteend before we close just awevords of comment | would & o
malke. You see, the work that John was doing was not allowed to be uninterrdiece was contro-
versy between the des and the disciples of John about the Letdiptizing that showed what a lot of
misunderstanding thereas. Johrthe Baptist was mist&k for the Lord. It says, | beiie in the gospel
of Luke, that all men after tigecame to John, tlyewondered whether he was not the Christ. And John
had to tell them plainly that “I am not the Christlohn the Baptist was also confused with Elijah.
John the Baptist had to tell them “I am not Elijaf. hat we read in the first of John.

And then thg asked him, if youte not Christ, or Elijah, are you then the Prophet, The Prophet of
Deuteronomy 18, the Prophet thaaismo be lik Moses and he was to bediksod, whose words tlye
were to listen to. And anyone that ditdfisten, would be judged. And the Lord was confused with
John the Baptist. It showed what a lot of misunderstanding, and questioning on the part of them.
Instead of just coming to him and asking him right to his face,jtrs took it for granted that itag as
they thought.

Well all such, | belige, are just a picture of what we Y today We havereligion unbounded!
understand in the city of Los Angeles there are hundreds of sects, perbaproee than that, that
thrive an philosoply, and good feelings, and a lot of false doctrines, and that do not conform to the
Scriptures, just as in the days when the Lord was upon earth. He had to face misunderstanding and mis-
conception, and whatnot, and the plain and simple things he told men were just\w@dpelienen
didn’t concern themsebfs with them afterards. Thg took his miracles, his works of healing, and all
the wonderful things that he did that attested his Dty took these for grantedYou rarely hear that
aryone @en thanked him. It was the lepers who came back to thank him. It was just thée really
understood him. But thank God that though the truth is so strange,onhe think that so reasonable a
way of salvation, so reasonable a person, smaerful a person, one who showed 100%,dar better
than ay of the love that we read about or hear about in todagpers, or in the philosophhat’s going
around, you would think that men would run to ibuld accept it with open hearts; no, it takesaakw
of God to bring it to the soulAnd that | think is what God is telling us through John the Baptist, here.
Notice after he saysHe must increase, and | must decreapast before that he had said that a man
can recaie rothing, except it be gen him from heaen.

This salvation that God is pressing upon your soul and mine, is something that we must recei
we must be willing to recee it. We must receaie it as a §ft. Thereis nothing we can do to work for it.
And then you notice o John the Baptist stresses tlaetfthat the one that comes from keabrings a
divine message. And what he has seen and heard, that he teblifikesto €ll that in the Gospel of
John alone we la aght times in different words, in different places, the statement by our Lord him-
self, the words he was speaking, the words he was speaking that eeulftdo a soul if he would
receve it, but thes were the very words of God. God wasigg him the words from Hean; he was
speaking them here upon earth. And thaswhe double witness that the Jews demanded: the aved g
then four.

Now he sid that John was a burning and a shining lighé was not the light, as the Lordasy
but he was a lbirning and a shining light and what he had to say was true, as men testified a little later in



the gospel. So John did no miracles, but all that he said of this amthe/truth. He sathat we hae

a dvine message tog, and if it's refused, or if its delayed to be refused, or if men temporize with it,
play with God, say I'll accept it on my deathbed, or somethirggttilt, it shows that tlyeare not ready
to receve what God has.

Even if we receie this testimon, that is the testimonof the Lord himself, here upon earth, and
he was speaking the very words of God, ?2?thatGod is true???' For he whom God hath sent
speaketh the words of God: for Godesi ot the Spirit by measure to him.

You se here we ha the Trinity, mary dery the Trinity, | was reading that the Muslims, 300 mil-
lion of them, and this is one of their cardinal points against receiving anything of the Gospe#nho
there be aybut one God, and locan there be gnbut one Mohammed, his prophet. And so what is
alundantly testified to in the Lorslwords, and throughout the Scriptures, is there are three persons in
the Godhead, God thather God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, is denied. But here we iha'he
whom God has seiit; hat is Christ, “speaks the word of Gbtlhat's God the Rther “for God giveth
not the Spirit by measure to him.

The Spirit of God s in creation; we read of him in the second chapter of Genesis, “the Spirit of
God maved above the waters: T he Father leeth the Son, and haswvgn dl things into his handsThis
Holy person whom we kmois Jesus Christ, who sigred so much at the hands of man, and Satan, b
was so leloved by God, and is leed by dl that have receved his message, and will reeei his love, and
in some small way seek to return thatdagyan. Godhas gven dl things into his hand, andreryone
who has put his trust into the person who has died for them upoarZalross is going to share all of
this. Godhas gven dl things, spiritual, material, eternal, into his hands, and he will share it with us.

But here is the nub of this question. This is the point, this is the place of no aleridere’s
no middle ground here. He that bekth on the Son hathverlasting life: and he that belieth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on hithink | referred to this ...

END OF TAPE



