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Willo Bible Chapel, Willoughby, OH (43:34)

... this morning, about one of the old characters in the @iaiment, and he poses three ques-
tions, in the book of Job, beginning with the third chap#end his character is commended inotw
places in the Scriptures, one in thewNBestament in the book of James. And there he is commended
for his patience, for his endurandde is also commended in the book of Ezekigbs# times as one of
three persons notably righteous. God $ilaeir personal righteousness, and he said thatyifilege lv-
ing in the day that Ezekiel was writing, yhevould just preser themseles in the land by theirm
righteousness. Theest of the nation, God couldVero use for could have rothing to do with. And
those three were Noah, who was said teehaalked with God before the Flood, and Job, who is the
subject of this morning, and Daniel, who was living at the time of Ezekiel. There the commendation is
for their righteousness, for their righteowsriy. Godsav them and commended them for it.

Job poses three questions in his book, in the book gmtwitten about him, and | takt, | think
that the usual belief is that the book of Job, or the story of Job, the history of Job, the life of Job, is more
or less commensurate with the life of Moses, or perhaps a little before it, foveibkoline 200 years,
and men did not Ve that long at a later date. Mosegell 120 years, and some of the othexsdi
around a hundred, but by the time that David wrote, tbeage life was 70 years.

Now if you have the Bible open to the third chapter of the book of Jdbrdad the first of these
guestions. Andve must tak into consideration that Job is saying things, b#l that certain things
are true, which were not, because he did notwkwbat had gone on in Heen before. Nav I'll just
summarize that after | read the three questions. In Job chapter 3, which incidentally is in the middle of
the Old Bstament, and one wondersywihhis life was at the same time as Moses, or a little before,
why it isn't right after the book of Genesis. But Job is a part of the sacred writings of the Jews, who
considered that it was not included in the books of the \hich would be the Pentateuch, theefiv
books of Moses, Genesis to Deuteronpamg it would not be the historical books, and it would not be
the prophets.

You remember he the Lord after his resurrection stated to the disciples that, he explained to them
all the scriptures, that is the wathe Prophets, and the Psalms, the things concerning himself. And so
they did not put this book of Job in chronological ordeut according to ho they valued it in the
sacred writings. Reading from the first verg&fter this; after Jobs terrible disasters, first the loss of
eveaything he owned and his children, then the second disaster whihigrhealth, where he was smit-
ten with boils from the top of his head to the soles of his fédter this opened Job his mouth, and
cursed his day He had been bidden to curse God, but fwmildn't do that. Hesaid “should we recee
good at the hands of God and not reeevil?”’ and so in that, he didhtdo what was suggested to him,
for God would hae had to summarily xeecute him, banish him from his presence. God had other
blessed things in store for him, as we shall $¢aw this is what he said, cursing his ddy et the day
perish wherein | was born, and the night in which it was said, There is a man childredhcdierse
11: “Why died | not from the womb? whdid | not gve p the ghost when | came out of the body?’
And verse 25 and 26:For the thing which | greatly feared is come upon me, and that whics| w
afraid of is come unto md.was not in safetyneither had | rest, neither was | quiet; yet trouble came.



Then a fev verses from the sixth chapter for all of this is part of dabmplaint. \érse 8:‘Oh
that | might hae nmy request; and that God would grant me the thing that | longEgen that it veuld
please God to destrane; that he would let loose his hand, and cut me off!”

Now I think we might summarize all of this, this terrible feeling on the part of Job which we can
excuse him, because he had lostrgthing, lost his property and hiarhily, except his wife, and he ag
now, expecting I'm sure, an early death. Because if yelad ary boils, if you've had just one boil,
you'll certainly remember what an inogmience, what pain, what irritation it meant. And then if you
had to hese it lanced, you'll kna that that caused considerable pain, and the draining thatvéallo
and the chance that there would be more infection. Because, as | understand it, the condition of the
blood is what brings about the infection, and spreads it.

And the second question that Job poses at a later time is in the ninth.cBsbtee | read this
guestion we might say that the passages ad, the parts of his speech thaeltead might be put in
this fashion: For what purpose was | born? If all this suffering is come upon me, and | see no end to it,
and | wish God would put an end to it, for what purpose was | born? And shat'y profound ques-
tion. I’'m sure &ery one of us has had the same question, though not caused by the same circumstances.
But the second question is, “Job answered and”sgillis is him answering the second one of his
friends, who came to console and comfort him) “l wnib is so of a tuth: but hev should a man be
just” (or be righteous) “before God?T hat's a pofound question.

For Job knev something of the character of God. He had beenvexgblessings from God; God
considered him a great man. And God considers greatness frofarardistandpoint than we do. If a
person has great abilitgnd he makes a great name for himself, he occupies a high office, such for
instance a king or a queen, or one of the grdetesfin the land, in the earth, we consider he has-a cer
tain kind of greatness. But Gadgeatness is the one who serves the most. The Lord told us that; he
said to the disciples when thevere asking who was going to be the greatest in the Kingdom ebiea
he said “I am among you as one that sstv[ Luke 22:27] “And the one who serves the most, he is the
greatest among ydu.H e dso indicated that the way to serthe most was to get down to thaviest
place, from which he could raise him up, and endkn a vehicle of his ability to seevahers.

So Job was called the greatest man in the East, and @edlgm commensurate blessingkle
was ot only rich, but he had the respect and honor of all around Yidm.read the 30th chapter of this
book, or the 29th chapteyou’ll see what Job says about himseife was eyes to the blind, he was a
father to the orphans, and he helped the wilo[Job29:12] He was a philanthropist, he served others,
he was a great man in Gadaccount, and more than all this he haidlf. Hehad a personal relationship
with God. In the day heved there was no Bible, and God appeared to man in visions, in dreams, in a
voice. |believe that's how God appeared to Abraham, that is incéce; he also appeared to Adam in a
voice. We know how very shortly Adam was afraid of thatoice, and he hid himself, only toveaCGod
come after him and say “Where art thou?”

Well the wonderful thing of this question is that ivatves all of us.We might say how am I, any-
one, @eryone, hav are we to stand before God on a righteous basis.know that if we are honest, we
are sinners. The wisest man in all the earth, the greatest man in that respect, Solomon, says there is not
a good man upon earth, there is not a righteous man upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth not.
[Ecclesiastes 7:20] But all their good that men can do, with all the philagttwip all the kindness



that men can shg with all the institutions we ha for disseminating momyeto dleviate the suerings
throughout the world, (I might just mention that | was once in the office of the Ford Foundation, and the
man that | was solicitingusiness from interrupted his a@nsation with me and a telephone call came,
and | didnt hear what the request wasitthe immediately authorized the sending of $50,000 worth of
medicine to India. That was at the time of some epidemic. So there is a great debtihgtione that

we dont know anything of but that as a condition of Gediessing, or as a condition for salvation, is
altogether out of the pictureod enjoys, he appreciates, and I'm sure he blesses such philgnthrop
but it doesnt cut ary ice, you might sgywith him as far as the salvation of mesuls is concerned.

Now the third question is in the fourteenth chapéed it's just a simple question that affectery
one of us, and it certainly did in the time of the Lord, for when this question was asked, there were those
who denied the very fact of the question heverse 14."“ If a man die, shall hevée ayan?” In other
words, is this life all, or is there a resurrection and a life to come? Is there a future life that man can
look to, for | suppose the great majority of the people of thiddmave an uneasy and an unpleasant
time of it. They seem to run in the way of famines, or pestilence, of disease, of a greakimds of
troubles.

For the background for all of this, for these three questions, let me say that Jdtkda@inthe
background of his misenpf his difficulty. On a ertain day Satan appeared in Heen. Heis nowv
called the prince of the power of the. dite has free access into holy places as well as theediakrld
around him. He is also called the god of thizrl. Heis the instigator of all the violence, and the-cor
ruption that we read of in the papers, or we hear the TV, But in this case, God asked him a ques-
tion. Hewas ot there on that occasion (if he was, menot told it); he is in the heenlies nav as
man'’s accuseythe accuser of the Lolpeople. Andthe Lord has to plead his blood, his sacrifice upon
the cross, as that which quiets Satan, and stills his voice.

God asked him,Have you considered my servant JobPt’'s nice to be called a servant of God.
“Have you considered my servant Job, anevhighteous he is?’And so Satas’ answer to that was,
“You've made a hedge around him, but if you touch him, if he loses all that Wwddtih,he was a
wealthy man), “you tale everything he haswaay, he will curse you to yourdce” Well, the Lord said,
“I'll take you up on that. Y ou go and do that, but ddartbuch his life. In a very short time, Job loses
his houses, his servants, his cattle, all the wealth he hageméses his children, his s sons and
three daughters, in a dajob’s answer was not to cry out against Gow/hy did this happened to nie,
but “the Lord has gien, the Lord has takemay, blessed be the name of the Lérd.Job 1:21] In all
this, the comment, the Divine comment is “Job did not sin with his' lips.

So time went on, and again there is a scene ivddeshere Satan appears and the Lord asks him
the same questiortHave you considered my servant Job?t refers to the fact that Satan had practi-
cally destrged everything Job had, left him with just his lifeSo Satan said, “If you touch his bogdy
then he will curse you to youade” A nd the Lord allows him to do that, but he saithh’t take his
life.” Satan did gactly that: he smote Job with boilblow notice, not just one, or two, or a dozent b
all over his body; he must & been a mass of corruption, and of pain, of suffering, of vagance,
and his wife then saidcurse God and die.We can imagine a little bit of the suffering of Job, and he
had to repree her and say “you speak as one of the foolishmen” Has God gien us dl we have,
yes, but hes fair, he’s righteous, hes perfect.



That leads us up to where we are, in the third chaftterfirst question,'Wwhy was | born?’

What's the end of all of thisAWhy must | suffer so?l suppose all of us ha had this samexperience

in a smaller dgree. V¢ll, as you kna, Job then gets to the ash heap, and scrapes himself with a pot-
sherd. Andhis friends hear of his terrible sufferings, andytbeme to console and comfort himjtb

they see that his grief is so great, thatyth@veno words of consolationThey are mystified, and the

sit down for seen days and seen nights, it says, a whole week, 168 hours, befone @rthem say a
word. Soyou can picture a scene of misend that brings us to the chapter that weehkefore us,

the first question.

Well this goes on and on and ofihere are three friends, and each speaks. The first one, | sup-
pose the oldest, speaks to Job and Job replies. The second friend speaks to Job and Job replies. All of
this takes chapters, for all these are speeches, andithave o do with Job and God. And the gist of
it is that thg cannot understand fwoGod could inflict such suffering upon a man if therasnt a
cause. Jolmust be a hypocrite, he must be vddk he must hee done something, he mustuygasome
secret sins that tlyedon’t know about, and maybeven Job doesrt’ know about. Butfor every effect
there must be a cause; tisatieir philosoplg. And this goes on three times: the first man speaks, the
second, the third. Then again the first, the second, the third. Then again the first, and the wiefoond, b
that time Zopharthe third friend, has nothing more to saynd Job continues with his speech, with his
comment, and ¥ dl to the effect that he has done nothing wrong, that he is righteous, that he doesn’
understand winhe is taving this trouble inflicted upon him.

You se we knw, by reading the book of Job, what he dog&mow that all of this is alleed by
God, a permisgse work on Gods part, to bring Job to his certain place, to a certain understanding of
himself. For thats what Job lackd. Hedidn't havethe humility he ddn’t havethe sense of sin, in the
presence of God, thav@yone must hae, before God can righteouslyv@hm. Thesinner that says,
like the man in the parable in the 18th of Luke, God be merciful to me the,slmmainnernot a sin-
ner, but the sinnerjust as if there were no other sinner in treld/but him. God be merciful to me the
sinner and immediately it says that that man went down to his house justied. considered him
righteous, God placed the value of the cross of Christ, ¢inke that Christ did upon that cross, he places
it to his \alue and considers him righteouBhat’s the doctrine of imputation. And thatiwhat we all
need. V¢ dl need to knw that we are a sinnegnaveno standing before God, for thathhat justifica-
tion is, it's the standing before God. Just what Job saidy‘ban man be just before God?”

Well that question s n&er answered in the Old Testament, but I'm getting ahead of my.story
Well after these friends exhaust themselvesy theveno other explanation, “Job you mustveadne
something that merited Gadjudgment upon you.A nd when thg're through, and Job has finished his
sayings, for he said so, he exonerated himself, made himself righteous in the eyes of his friends, justified
himself in their sight, then a young man comes, and his name is Elihu. And he knows a little bit more
about God, but he also says that because there is wraidreldest he taé thee avay with his strole.
Then a great ransom cannot detdithee.

WEell Elihu says his part, and then God speaks to Job, in answer to all that Job has said, because
Job has said a great nyahings against GodWe had the first of it in this,O that God would destso
me!” God doesrt destry anyone that speaks to him as one who needs him, as Joksditispeaks to
Job out of the whivlind. Jobnever saw him, but after three chapters of questions, | think some 50



guestions that the Lord asks, “Job, where were you when | createdtlte when | laid the founda-
tions of the earth?’"Where were you when all of these things in the creation were going on? And all
the history of the past, up to the present time, from the beginning of creatiow,teimere were you?
What do you kne about so-and-so? All theseomwderful questions that God asks, and finally Job has to
say thatl am vile. | haveheard of thee by the hearing of the, dat nov mine eyes seeth théeN ot

with his physical eye, thatag his spiritual eye, the inner eye, that which realizes the truth of what God
is bringing to us, and he says, “I am Vile.

God immediately tells him to pray for his three friends “whaéaot spoken of me what thie
should hae,” the things thg should hae. Immediately the boils cease, the poison is davay avith,
and Job is restored. And God, it sayayg@him twice as much as he had befof®&o when we were
singing that hymn‘There shall be showers of blessihg,w as thinking of that beautiful verse in
Malachi, that shows that if we want to get blessing, we God something for it. He says, open the
doors of the house, and peome row theravith, if | bring the tithes into the storehouse, y@aore now
theravith, if | do not open the windows of has. Thats not showers of blessingubthe windows, just
imagine a winde of heaven, what showers that would be, that would be a cloud of raon)dn't it,
would be something li&k we've reve heard before. That euld be the showers of blessing, andvero
me nav therawith, if | do not open the windows of has, and pour you out a blessing, a blessing you
are not able to reces.

So that is the story of Job;wdet's try to answer those three questioMghy am | here? Wly
was | let live? Why was | born? The apostle Paul gis us veaal of the answers, | belie the Lord
gives us me, and just a fe passages in the MeTestament thatd' like to refer you to. You remember
when Paul spakin Athens, and anyone that goes to Greece, or anyone who goeg atlzase East-
ern tours, the Mediterranean, yire sure to ascend thaéry place, where Paul spoke, on Mars Hill.
spole to hese wonderful Greek people who were spending their time doing nothing else than speaking,
or hearing, or learning, somewméhing. Andhe tells them this mething, what is only alluded to in the
Old Testament, but is fully vealed in the Ne, is that men are here to seek God, and to find Him,
because He'not far from aly one of us.

If man seeks God, it will be likthe prodigal son.The moment he turned in repentance, and
turned back home, the father was on his way to greet fimat's the wonderful story of the heart of
God. Theslightest bit of repentance, the slightest bit of turning to God, He is more thamayake
covered this prodigal son with kisses, and fed hiayehim the best robe, and a ring.

WEell, the apostle also tellsifiothy a wonderful reason whman is here: because God desires that
all men be s&d, and to come to the knowledge of the truilat last part of the sentence is ander-
ful thing if you'll just think of it. The Lord said,For this was | born, and for this purpose | came into
the world, to bear witness to the trafhlohn 18:37] Well, the Lord spekruth, but when he as here,
when he was here on earthyhfew telieved him. [ think | referred to it some time ago, that there were
not more than 500 disciples, 500 bedies, that was more than there were in the time of Elijah, there
were 7000 that hadnbowed the knee to Baal, but after the Holy Spirit came&rdahen the number of
believers increased to thousands.

Isaiah in the Old dstament had confirmed what Paul writes or sgokhe Athenians, that tlge
should seek GodSeek ye the Lord while he may be found. Call ye upon him while he is betathe



wicked forsak his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts. The Lord wilehaercy on him; and

to our God, for he will alindantly pardon. [Isaiah 55:6] Thatvhat God expects man to do. But unfor
tunately man is so far from God, he hates the thought of Gledl take dl the blessings of God, the
physical, and the natural, and the temporal blessings of Qgddthb spiritual blessings, the eternal
blessings, no, that he has no use fand so, when man did not seek God, God sent his Son to seek
man.

The Lord said so himself: the Son of Man is come to seek andedhsa which was lost[Luke
19:10] What a wnderful story To think that man, who was so far from God, and going furfoether
and further way, that God should he any e for him, God should spare himygiim a lifelong time
to repent and be ged.

Then you remember the incident where the Lord is asked asvies fea Temple, and sees a blind
man on the road bging. Thedisciples ask him,Master, who did sin, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind? [ John 9:2] | dort'understand he the man could sin before he was born, but that e
dently was their belief. And the Lord very graciously answered, Neither did this man sin, nor his par
ents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. or through him.

This is another reason wiman is born. God has aonk to do in each soul, if he will only commit
himself to Him. And God has begun a work irery person who has belied on Hs Son, put hisdith
upon the one who hung from Caty’s aoss. Godas a work to do in that soul. Remember the apostle
writing in Philippeans says that he that has begun a goddiwyou will continue it til the day of Jesus
Christ. [Philippeand:6] Thats the day when we ascend to thevesdy home.

Well for the believer, theres two passages that tell us wiGod had us in mind, whwe were born.
Those who hee tkelieved havethis wonderful promise: that in the ages to come, God, through Christ,
will show the exceeding riches of his grace to us in his kindness, through Christ [Eshessians 2:7]
And the other passage is that we should be for the praise and the glory of his grace, who trusted in
Christ. [Ephesian:6]

| see that our time is passing, so I'llMeaio cut the other answers short. Being just before God,
that was something that the Old Testament befiend the person thatvigd in the time of the Old 8s-
tament, that is BC, before Christ, knaothing about.How could man be just before God, he was so
far away from him. They didn't havea revdation like we tave The Neav Testament is the complete
revelation; the Old Testament was only a very partiaklasgion of the heart of God, what God has in
mind for his creatures, for those who put their trust in him. But we e answer to this in the Ne
Testament, Even David, who certainly knéhat he was going to be in the house of the Lordviores
we were reading this morning in that beautiful 23rd Psalm, he Kmet he was going to be with Christ,
he knev that he was going to be in Mea. Godhad something more for him than just a life here upon
earth, his seenty years, seenty years of trouble, of fighting, oraw No, he shall ire in the house of
the Lord fore@er. And he says more than that in theesgeenth Psalm, He says | shall beholy fidice
in righteousness, and | shall become inlikeness, | shall be raised inythikeness, and shall be dik
Christ. [Psalml7:15]

And that was what God originally intended for Adanmgswt it. He made man in the image of
God. Hegave Adam ery ability. Yet Adam missed the great prize, he missed the chance, fell into sin,
deliberate sin, disobeyed God and forfeitedrgthing. Butthe first man is succeeded by the second



man, the Lord from He@n, and we're told in the fourth of Romans fourth and fifth chapters of Romans,
that it's not of works. Becomeighteous before God is not my works, nothing | can do, to then him that
worketh not, but belieeth on him that justifieth the ungodhhis faith is counted for righteousness.
[Romans 4:5]

Fath: taking God at his word, believing on hinthat's what brings us into Godl'resence, and
gives us # the righteousness of Christou se, as | said before, the righteousness of Christ, his perfec-
tion, is placed to my account. God sees me, in him.

WEell the last question is, if a man die, will hediayan. | said that the Sadducees, who were
opponents of the Lord, one of the opponents, a great mass of men, because in the apositestiday
Lord had gone back to Hemn, these were the great antagonists of Paul and all of the other apostles.
They did not believe in resurrection, thedid not belize in angels, or spirits, thewere the materialists,
and hev mary of them we hee tbday When you die, thesay, that's the end of you, you return to the
dust. ButSolomon said on that, “then shall the dust return to eaimagnd the spirit to God, who
gave it.” [ Ecclesiastes 12:7]

You remember the Lord answering the Sadducees questions, said that when the Lord appeared to
Moses, he said | am the God of Abraham, of Isaac and.Ja@h, not was, | am. And he rested the
whole case of resurrection on th&ut he added, For God is not the God of the dead, but ofvihg,li
for all live o Him. [Luke 20:37-38] You see what'so geat with us, the article of death, andvi@w
men can speak about this, becausg kmew nothing of the Word of God. The & of God could tell
them, that death is just a transition. While the body goes into the earth, the spirit and soul return to God
who gaveit. They're responsible to Him, and alléi o God. Nosuch thing as death with Himxeept
the second death, which is the consignment of man to utter banishment frasrp@sehce foneer.

But thats at he last day You remember the Lord in the fifth of John, the one chapter in all the
Bible, if you wish to hae an algument, a proof, if proof is needed, of the Deity of Chrig,iit'the fifth
chapter of John. There the Lord speaksdg that only Deity could speak. He says ththEr God, his
Father, God, had committed all judgment to him, for the Son, that all men should honor the Sow, as the
honor the Father[John 5:22-23]

And haw little men honor the Son todagion't they. They speak glibly of God, the Almighty
which is what the Old 8stament folks used, especially in the book of Jabditiighty God there, I'm
sure He is almightyno acne with such might as He, but Kdedl loving too, all kind, all gracious, all
wise, eery character of Deity is His prerative. And so the Lord said, this will be the end of the mes-
sage this morning, he said, the hour is coming, when the dead shall heaicéhefihe Son of God,
and shall ariseThose that hae done good, to the resurrection of life; those thatehdne evil, to the
resurrection of judgmentTheres a housand years at least between thogerésurrections. Thogbat
have dbne good, those thatveaccepted the Lord Jesus Christ as theri@athose who hee trusted in
Old Testament times in the Lord for their sdlon, all of these will be raised up in one fraction of a sec-
ond, the twinkling of an eye, and be brought into Ggresence foneer.

But those that hee done &il, those whose life is characterized by turninvgay from God and
continuing to the end of theirvis, those that va@ done that eil, will be resurrected at the last day
We're rot told whether it will be in bodily form or notubthey will be resurrected, tlyewill be raised



again to stand before the one who died for them on &gl aoss to receee the just revard of their
deeds. Shallve pray.

Blessed God ourdther we thank Thee for these three questions amongyrtieat are raised in the
book of Job Perhaps when men are at the end of their tethieen thg know that things are serious,
just as with persons who expect an operation within a daymrhtaw fearsome thebecome. Andso
these questions stekat he heart of things; tly&re eternal questions, and we thank thee thatvbrd
alundantly answers them andseg us a vay of escape, turns us to the only one that ces @i hope.
May we not be affected by the easy philogophthe world around us, that God is too kind to judge
men eternally We haveto take thee as thou art, as the word of Godeads thee.We tust that gery
one who has been listening will mkhese words to heart, not because a human being #perk lut
because thepoint to the vord of God, point to God and to His Son, the only one who stands between us
and eternal judgmentYou said, “I am the vay, the truth, and the life; no man cometh to the father b
by me?! We pray thou would bless each one here, bless the dear children downstairs, magciiee
the word of God likwise, in the Lord precious name we ask thee, Amen. The meetingds o



