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Willo Bible Chapel, Willoughby, OH (44:33)

Would you turn with me, just for avieverses in the book of Hebrews, the faith chapter [Hebre
11], the one that speaks of “bgith” so mary times. \érse 24: “By faith Moses, when he was come to
years, refused to be called the son of Phasodduighter choosing rather to stgr affliction with the
people of God, than to enjahe pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt, for he had respect to the recothphumstethose f& verses. In
seeking to eduate the character of Moses, for tkdiie subject, the person, the character that he was, in
being the leader of wvmillion souls, leading them out of bondage, out ofvatg into a wilderness,
which might hae keen a journgof a few nonths, but turned out to be a jouyraf 40 years.

Now just before we getaay from this passage, may | say that | bedi¢his is the beginning of the
character of Moseslt said he refused to be called the son of Phasoddighter Well, he was her
adopted son, she had adopted hinot, through the goodness of God, and the wonderful way that he
works with his servants, Moses as a babe was taken care of, was nursed, by hisimattauble
sense, not only as a mothett las the paid servant of Phargatiughter And | believe it was the train-
ing he receied from his motherdthough Scripture does not tell us this, but rather tells us that Moses
was frained, and was brought up in all the learning of the Egyptians, and the Egyptians were the reign-
ing, the ruling nation of that day.

So that Moses must ta been a remarkable man, brought up asmidehe court of Pharoah, and
| suppose it is possible to extend our thought and say that if Moses had not done waaglistdieen
reading about, choosing his place with the people of God, that he mightbben a successor to
Pharoah. Buthis was the wonderful part of Moses characi&then the time came, he chose rather to
suffer affliction with the people of God than to gnjbe pleasures of sin for a season.

And | think it's a emarkable thing that so early in the Scriptures we ttee subject of a decision.
the need of a deciding, the need of making a clear-cut decision, what is my life going=teebetime
the gospel is preached, as the call of God goes out to menoameinwto recee the Lord Jesus Christ
as their saor, to repent of their sins, to come to him fordiMeness, and a clear cut decision is made.
We row that many time it is not made. In myven case, | can remember hearing the gospel so often that
| could have greached it as a ol could hae peached it, | beliee, acceptably but | hadnt receved
the Lord as my own savigior myself, til | was the age of 12.

WEell, this business of being known as Phareahughter was really a lie to Moses, and he cast his
lot with slaves. Althoughhe was in the palace, and couldvieard the ... [tape fadeout] ... and all the
learning and the riches, and the glory of Pharoah, and the court of Egypt, he made the remarkable choice
the blessed choice, Wdortunate he as in making that choice,asnt it. It says that he “esteemed the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egi¢fftat a remarkable statement. So far as
we knav, Moses could not va known of Christ, lut he waiting for the fulfillment of the promises made
to Abraham, and | bele this is what was meant byHe reproach of Christ.“ Greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt, for he had respect to the recompehsesther words, he was looking for Ged’
approzal, rather than mas’ goprova. He would hare had it here, but it would a keen just a



temporary thing. He was being fitted out to be a wonderful vessel for the purposes of God.

If anyone had asked me what | should term the address tonight, the meditation on the character of
Moses, | would hee <t this unusual heading to itFbrty years too sochpecause | belie that the
verses we hee read apply to the first 40 years of Moses’ lifeknd we're indebted to the personage
Stephen, who was the first martyre first Christian martyreading in the s&nth of Acts, that Moses’
life divides into three stages, three periods. The first 40 years, and then he becomes an outcast, or a
fugitive. Then for 40 years, h&’in the back of the desert, tending shedpst think of the descent of
that. Herefrom the palace, with the prospect of becoming Pharoah, or another king, he not only loses
his contact with his brethren, but it says “he had it in his heart to visit his bréthrgrhe loses contact
with them, because in undertaking their cause and killing an Egyptian, to defend his own fello
Israelites, he then becomes known to the king of Egypt, the Pharoah, and hasuayriar his life.

And so, within a fer days, after his 40th yedne is h the back part of the desert, and he becomes
a hepherd. Theshepherd was an abomination to the Egyptians, as we read in the story of Joseph, so
that humanly speaking, Moses has made a terrific choiceym@od choice, a degrading choicBut
it was the best after all, time was to yeahat he vas under the hand of God, and he was going to be
God’s man. Hewas going to do wonderful works for God. And the character that Tim ghmtbably
me ... TW] was telling us about last week, the tharacteristics of Moses thatvéoped between the
80th year and the 120th year of his lifes ibld us in that chapteNumbers 11 | think it is, the first
characterization, the first praise, the first commendatieengif him is that he was very meek, the
meekest man in all the earth [Numbers 12:3].

Now meek and weak are very easgnds to sayand one would almost associate the one with the
other but in the Lords account, a meek man is not a weak one. As | think | said in my ptagethe
meek shall inherit the earth. And the meek man is not the milquetoast kind of man that we think of,
humanly speaking, but feethe man who is in contact with Goénd realizing something of the great-
ness of God, and locondescending he is to his creatures viemehe lowest, that is the person that the
Lord deals with, that he has contact with, that he hasafsiigp with. Were told that in tvo places in
the propheg of Isaiah, Isaiah 57:15 and 66:2. Those® assages gye s an dea of hav differently
God deals with man, than we thinkA poor and a contrite spiritls the expression used in those aw
passages, and it says that God dwells with thei@.makes his home with them, or yhare at home
with Him.

And that was the kind of a man Moseasvdeeloped graduallybut surely in those last 40 years
of his life, for he Wed to be 20. Andin the 80th yeamwhen he had the experience of thuerting ush,
when God spak from out of that bush, and called him to the service he was to do for the next 40 years,
this was the beginning, | belie of Moses’ meekness.

In that same chaptdn Numbers, therg’omething else that'iold of Moses, and that'something
that each one of us could aspire to, should aspire to, Veediwd that commendation was thafloses
was faithful in all Gods hous€. [ Numbers 12:7]. And that commendation is repeated in the third
chapter of the book of Hebrews, busitompared with the work of ChristMoses was a servant in
God's house, he s faithful in all his house, but Christ was a sweer tiis house. Whose house are we,
speaking nev as Christians [Hebrews 3:2-6].



Moses had a work to do, and bwt go into the subject of the call of Moses to go to Pharoah, and
demand, or rather ask first, later iisva demand, and ask first that thesees|ay that time tw million
of them, its estimated, that thebe dlowed to journg three days into the wilderness, antkofsacri-
fices to their God, Jekieh. And remember the insolent answer of Pharoah, “who is the Lord, that |
should obg him? Iwill not allow them to gd.

And then the plagues come along, and fa@member the tenth plague is the one in which
Pharoah says|"ll see your face no motfeD ismisses him. And tha'where the next passage in the
book of Hebrews, the alenth chapter comes in, “by faith Moses forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath
of the king’ [Hebrevs 11:27]. Forty years before he had feared the wrath of the king, was running for
his life. You see what a change forty years can makthe character of a persoll that Moses had
learned in the court of Pharoah he unlearned, in the back part of the desertydredwes fitted to go
back to Pharoah, and demand the release of Israel.

Well, remember the last plague that Pharoah had tiersufle repented each time, after each
plague visited him, almost each time, but then he recalled the repentance, showasgat & real one.
And then God sent another one. And these plagues were all to call Peattzatiion to the fact that
the gods that he worshipped were no gods at all. But the Godvanhélae God that Moses spokf,
was the true God, and to the end, had to answer to him. Pharoah resisted to the eneh ater ¢he
firstborn of @ery family in the land was slain in that pasger night, Pharoah was not repentant at all,
rather his angerusned. Andwhen he sa that the nation of Israel, twmillion slaves were getting
away from him and he had a chance to recall them, either to dispose of them, either to slay them, or to
recall them, to get them back into Egypt as higeslahe took that opportunity and marched his army
against them.

And though Moses had instituted at the Len#quest for Moses didverything at Gods request,
at Gods aders. Thas the remarkable thing, | think, of the character of Moses; he followed orders.
And we hae a lymn that expresses twthoughts, trust and ofpe It's not enough for me to belre m
the Lord Jesus Christ and bevad, but from then on | become a pupil in the school of God. And my
success will be in proportion to the measure in which ydbe Lords commandments. Antle says
“the Lords mommandments are not grius’ [1 John 5:3].

He also makes the stipulation that “if yowéne, you will keep my commandmeritg. John
14:15]. Andthese commandments are not the commandments that Moses/amabkygGod to give
the nation of Israel.Those commandments were sanitary commandmentswbee judgments and
statutes, and besides the ten commandmentsu&rgbee knows about, the ten commandments on the
tablets of stone that Moses first broke, and then wWere re-written, bt they are the 600 additional
commandments that werevgn to the nation of Israel as a condition that ifytheould obeg them, if
they would keep to them, their success and their blessmgdibe assured. And their righteousness
depended upon their keeping these commandments.

WEell we knaw of course thg were not, the couldn’t be, because as we shall see in a little while, |
hope in the remainder of the hothat the heart of the nation, although Moses led the nation out of
Egypt into the wilderness, and from there into the land through Joshua, their hearts were really back in
Egypt. The forgot all about the sleery; they forgot all about the whippings, and the degtibn, the



social status, the terrible stigma attached to them aesslahg just remembered the nice things of
Egypt, the food, and other thingsdikhat, natural things, and were willing to forfeit all the promises of
God, that the were going into a land fleing with milk and hong And that was the place that had
been promised to Abraham, Issac, and Jacob, and all theTrestwere willing to forfeit that and go
back to Egypt and become ata agan.

Well here's omething thg had neer thought of: God, in order to enable them to last out in the
wilderness, he provided twthings. Andit was a constant reminder of His presence. It was his pres-
ence. Wherthey were just about to lea Egypt they were supplied with fire by night and a cloud by
day And their success depended upon keeping under that. Becauseh&dthgotten out from under
the cloud in the daytime, thevould hare perished miserably with the heat. If thhad left the camp
without the fire, thg would hare frozen to death because therasva tremendous difference in tempera-
ture between the daytime and thvereng. Andbesides, thewerent dressed for ancold weather So
they probably would hee perished, but according to the plan of Godstheve got that far.

Their hearts were back in Egypt, yh@anted to go, thewere willing to appoint a captain to &k
them back there but theneve got there. Now suppose there had been a man at their head, as Moses
was, a representat d the people to God (God was represented to them by Moses), supposing there
had been a forceful man, a man who was a commanding personage, a man who demanded obedience
and would hee gruck them down if the hadnt obeyed. Whata catastrophe that would va been. It
needed a meek man, it needed a man who would stand for the treatment thavéck recei

And the treatment he rewed was nothing less than scandalod$ey chaged him with murder
they charged him with bringing them out into the wilderness to kill them with hyrageo make them
die of thirst. Their treatment of himas terrible. But | beliee he understood that this was not so much
directed aginst him as against Godror al unbelief, all the dissatisfaction, the discontent, the hatred
that thgg manifested \as really dthough expressed to Moses, was really against God. And God had to
deal with them.

Theres sme interesting things thatdllike to just interpolate here. If you want to study the ehar
acter of Moses you would really vea read and study some 75 chapters in the linoks of Moses,
which is quite a chorel’ve done quite a bit of reading in the lastvfereeks, and some of the passages
in the rest of the Scriptures that deal with Moses are very leadingjnteresting.For instance in the
Psalms, David, perhaps the greatest character in theeStdrmient if you go by the number of times his
name is mentioned in the ScripturéBhat's an nteresting thought, and | hope yownit think that |
counted these one by one. This is eerage count, but fairly accurate | beke

Abraham we would say @& one of the great characters of the Gddtdment. Thewe would
have © say Moses was. Therfinally, the king who was a perfect picture of Christ, though he svéil-
ure himself, thas David. If | tell you that Abraham is mentioned 300 times, that would seamalik
great deal, wuldnt it. For Abraham vas the father of the nation of Israel. But Moses is mentioned
some 700 times, “the Lord spaknto Moses sayingand then Moses writes it down in exactly the
same words that the Lorcdgehim to write, or to speak, for what was written was first of all spoken.

But David, the king, a man after Gediwvn heart, he is mentioned some 1200 times in the Scrip-
tures. Andif you want a very short and abkiated history of the world from the beginning of time to
the end of time, it would be somethingdithis. FromAdam to Moses, from Moses to Christ, and then



the interegnum, this present dispensation of grace, these 1900 years which may go on some time further
might be as much as 2000 years, when the Lord is dealing withnteGentile, with all men, ging
them the mostdvarable opportunity to becomewvaal, and come to the knowledge of the truth.

And then, what is still unfulfilled as prophedhe s&en years of Danie§ sventy weeks, the one
week, the 69th to the 70th, the fulfilment of the 70th weEhkat period of seen years, and then the
day of the Lord, the thousand years, where the King will reign in righteousGests king, his avn
son will be on the throne. And he will be king of kings and lord of lords in that tAnel. then to be
followed by the short time when men are finally judged, when Satan is released from the pit, and then is
the day of eternitythe day of God egan, and we're back again in eternit§ternity past, then this
short space of time, thousands of years, to be followed by the eternal day.

Then the names that Moses is called are interesting; he is called the ptogheteresting that
the Lord said of him, “he wrote of nfe Remember in the fifth of John, the Lord put the question to
them, if you dort believe what Moses wrote, because he wrote of me $iwll you beli@e nmy words?
[John 5:46]. Moses calls attention to the Prophet, the capital P Prophet. the onasvioobe the last
word, Gods word for all time. And Moses acted as prieklow mary times he interceded for the peo-
ple. Heeven went to such lengths as saying to God that if God wanted to yiéseraation he wuld
rather that he destyed him, because if God destroyed the nation of Israel, those rebels that had so dis-
graced him, then he would be losing face before the nations, andiaéd say that he was not able to
bring them in.

So Moses acted as priest. And invBlation he is called the final name, that isshhe servant of
God, ‘Moses the servant of GAd.T his was what Moses was to the fullest degree, next to the Lord
himself. Andhe was appointed by God to teach the people his commandmerdsladse a teacheA
varied charactelbut it was characterized mostly by meekness and faithfulness.

Now if we go to the book of Exodus for aviewords, we shall see tothe character of Moses
develops. InExodus 14, the chapter which tells of the wonderfulvdedince of the nation of Israel, a
little nation of two million people, of slaes, that had been in Egypt for some 215 years from the time
that Jacob went down with his family of 70. And reading from the 10th verse, Exodus M€y *
Pharoah dng nigh, the children of Israel, (and this was really the nation of Israel) the nation of Israel
lifted up their ges, and behold the Egyptians marched after them, apdvére sore afraid. And the
children of Israel cried out to the LotdB ut what a cry of unbeliefJust notice what the elenth verse
tell us: ‘They said to Moses, because there were nwvegdn Egypt, has thou tadn us aay to die in
the wildernessAVhy haveyou dealt such with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt. is not this thrd w
that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, let us alone, that we mag $enEgyptians, for it had been bet-
ter for us to semthe Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderhess.

What an expression of unbelief. And here, just at the very threshold of thearaletie, thg go
into this terrible slump of unbelief, of doubt, lack aith. Andthen Moses tells them, “Fear nditand
still, do nothing, just wait and see the sdion of the Lord. Egyptians you Y& en today you shall
see them ajn no more foreer.” A nd then God wrked that wonderful miracle. First of all he put a
cloud between the Egyptians and the Israelites, aiydibee safe for the night. And then in the morn-
ing, when the Egyptians were ready toaow them up the Lord opened a way through the sea, he
divided the waters.



Men, of course think this impossible; this is just fun, and mockery for an atheist or anwenbelie
How could this be?How could anyone change theaters? AndGod did. And the nation of Israel is
here today And the celebrate this\ery year; thg date their beginnings from this moment. And God
opened the waters, let them out, and/tvalked through dry land into the wilderness. And then when
the Egyptians came after them the waters returned and the Egyptians were drowned.

| just wanted to call your attention to the unbelief that preceded this greatrdetie. Hw gra-
cious God was to answer their unbelief, their ingratitude, their lack of fadtytieing was wrong about
this, it was better to go back and setive Egyptians, go back into our ey than we should go into
this wilderness.They thought thg were going into somethingakse. Jusshovs hav blind unbelief is,
and hov gracious God is to deal with us so leniently.

WEell, we knaw that when the were safe on the other shore and their enemies were no more, then
they sang a song, and it was Moses that led the song. It was really the song of Modgast notice
in the 15th chapter the second verse what high languageisbe what analted position the take,
and if they had only stuck to this: “The Lord is my strength and song. He is become natisalvHe
is my God and | will prepare Him a habitation, my fath€bd and | will exalt him,

What a remarkablexpression. Thigs true song, isiit. Thisis the &pression of souls that &
been delrered, but | think it was more the song of Moses than the song of afidhe nation of Israel.
For all of them, that werear 20 years old, in the next 40 years, would fall in that wilderness and be
buried there. They would find their life ended. So those who were only 2@engot to more than 60,
and those who were perhaps agedy thed too somewhere along the line.

And then in the very end of this chapter the same chapter that tells us of this song, this song of
deliverance, one of the high points in the history of the people of God is almost immediateledllo
within three days | think it says, théaveanother lapseVerse 24, and 25: tgecome three days jour
ney into the wilderness and find nater “And when thg came to Marah thecould not drink of the
waters of Marah, for thewere bitter therefore the name of it was called Marah and the people mur
mured against Moses, saying, what shall we dritke aied to the Lord and the Lord showed him a
tree, which when thrown into that water made the water sweet.

See God was acting in marvelous nydnere. Thefact that it says that the people murmured, and
murmured is a very mild word, | think. In the dictionary it tells us that murmuring \w-&dced com-
plaint. Itdoesnt really amount to muchBut as we go on, in the history of these 40 years, we shall see
that these murmuringsvedys developed into something really badhey devdop into an accusation, an
accusation of murdedeliberate murdeffor time after time, | dom'think we’ll have time to go through
these ten occasions that yheésed this language, thehaged Moses, and really through Mosesythe
chaged God, as having deliberately brought them into the wilderness to slay them,iaydaitn
them.

One of the interesting expressions in the Gddtdment, | think it is repeated someesgy times,
and almost all those @ty times in the same language, it is this: “the Lo @od who brought thee
out of the land of Egypt.A nd a fav other occasions #'“the Lord led thee by the hand out of the land
of Egypt” T he Lord showed his mert¢o you in bringing you out, bringing you in.

So then the Lord picks that up, the bitter waters: instead of findingater at all, the found bit-
ter water And the Lord was testing them, you see. Ameeone of us in our Christian experience is



going to find a testing, is ouaith real, are we murmuring, and does that murmuring lead to something
else? Becausebelieve that's ane of the sad things, that if you entertain aih ttought, no matter he
light it may be, it will lead on to something worse, unless that is repented of, and we get right with God.

In the sixteenth chaptemotice it's very shortly after that, | think 45 days in the first verse of the
16th chapterthe fifteenth day of the second month, which would be 40 days afielrefinégypt, thg
acpin hare a @riod of murmuring.And this time, its mething diferent. Seconderse: “the whole
congrgdion of the children of Israel murmuredaagst Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, and the
nation said would to God we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt when we sat by the
fleshpots, and when we did eat bread to thée full.

| don't believe this at all; | think thg were exaggerating their pastperience. Theuffering and
the stigma of being slas, of being beaten, of having to work hard from daybreak to dayfall, hgat-for
ten this. They thought just of the nice things, andvhbke aursehes, hav we can do that to perfection.
“when you brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with Runger

WEell, | see the time is going. And right aftéineres another one in the 17th chapteknd | dont
think it tells us ha long this one took. And in this case Moses cries to the Lord about it and he says in
17:4 “What shall | do to this people, for thbe dmost ready to stone nieStoning was the worst pun-
ishment that thecould hare gven him. To hang him on a tree was one thing, to kill hirasnanother
but to gone him, that was the worst kind of death.

Well we knaw that very shortly after this the hawas gven, the ten commandments and a great
mary of the others. And then Moses is invited to meet the Lord, to go up into the mount, and meet the
Lord and get the rest of the commandments, and especially the plan for the tab&eeaiese this as
in keeping with their song, “I will prepare him an habitatig£xodus 15:2]. That was the blessing that
was to be heirs. Thg were to hae the Lord with them in this wilderness, butwgoon the forgot
Him. Althoughthey were protected by him perfectly by the pillar of firgigg them heat at night, and
the cloud protected them from the rays of the sun, the hegthalgealso divine food géen them, the
manna that fell from hean every morning, except one, and that was the sabbath. On the fifth day the
had to pick up enough food for the sixth gine seenth day rather for their seenth day was our Satur
day.

And then Moses is in the mount for 40 days and 40 nights, and murmurings and discontent and
guestionings and whatnot &kver agan. And they get Aaron to build a calf or maka @lf, a golden
calf, which was what thehad in Egypt, that was one of the gods of Egypt. Ang titt only say that
this is the god that brought us out of Egypt, but thep thke kurnt offerings and peace offerings and
offer that with it. You see mixing the worship of God with the worship of Satan. God coutdké
that, so he sends @wa Moses and we ka the breaking of the tablets of stone. Then Mosesviteith
again, and we la the instructions about the tabernacle, which very much ends the book of Exodus.

As our time is going, If just be able to gie a £w nore incidents from the later wanderings of the
nation of Israel. What thyeshould hae keen able to trgerse in elgen days took them tae years,
because the Lord arranged thatytixere only to mee when the cloud meaed. Sothey stayed in vari-
ous places for di¢érent lengths of time. And at the end obtyears, thg agan have an outbreak of this
murmuring, and accusatiorglée accusation against Moses and God. The incident happens of course
with Miriam and Aaron, when tlyehink that Moses has tak too much upon himself. He has taken the



advice of his &ther-in-lav, or brother-in-lav, and has appointed genty men, and thethink that thg

are left out. So | belie that the rebellion, or the questioning of Miriam and Aaron had in soays,w
justification. Butit was not justified in the sense thatytltemplained and charged him immediately;
they should hae gone to God. Aaron was the priest, Aaron was appointed by God to be the priest for
the nation of Israel. He was the represewtatf God to them, and to them of God.

And so at the end of twyears, God has twedvimen, one from each tribe, go out into the land of
Canaan, to search it out, so that the people wilkwbat thg’re coming in to. Notice mg, this is two
years, tvo years after thgre in the wilderness, God has preserved them. Spohidneedeserted Him,
they wished thg were back in Egypt, or tigawished that thewere dead, it God has preserved them.
Then these twebly pies, though | dislik the word spies, because the land of Canaan was @Godi, He
had promised it to Abraham, and the men there, the Canaanites, were a wicked loty &ad thebe
exterminated, because thevould hare defiled the world with their evil ways and habi&nd the char
acter of the inhabitants is shown by the report that the so-called spies brought back.

Ten of the men, representing ten tribes, said thatais & wonderful land, it was a landwiag
with milk and hong, and they brought back adnch of grapes that took éamen to carry They said the
corn of the land was beautiful, werything was prosperous, but, and Satan certainly is ablevaysaput
a wrench in the machinerysn't he, but we were as grasshoppers in their sighiese men were more
like gants than men. But tlgewere flying in the face of God, for God had said that he would bring
them into this land, and thevould get there, and he vouched his word for it.

Two of the men were Joshua and Caledpresenting the twtribes of Judah and Ephraim, and ...

[END OF TAPE]



