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... had hoped you would do it for yourselves, dan't take too long, lut theres a geat deal in
the book that | think can be left unsaid, andlinteuch rather on the high points of the stolycomes
as we knw between a book of constant failure, and thenvergp but the filures seem to ka lasted
longer than the res@ries, and recgery only was succeeded by again fallingag and recoery. It
seems as if the book of Judges is one constamivdard path, and it ends in the remarkable statement,
although 1 think its ot just once mentionedubat least twice, that in those days there was no king in
Israel; @ery man did that which was right in his own eyes.

And of course when that'the history of man, we kmoit's avay from God, because mangyes
are not on God.lt would be on the earth, and the things of the earth would leaalltioef W&l the
book of Ruth continues with that same trend. The thought of leaving the land becaaseinef f
reminds us of AbrahamAbraham did that very thing, and so did Isadtey left the land of Canaan
which God had promised them, andythneent into a land of failure.

The whole book of Ruth shouldves havebeen written. That may sounddila srange statement
to make, but it all stems from the Garden of Eden. Man should havefallen. | don't believe it was
God’s intention that man should fall, but man did, and we're afesinfy from the consequences of it.
And we go on to the genth to the twelfth chapters of Genesis and we find that Go@gicke man,
after the flood, and 400 years after he pitlone man who was to represent a nation, and was to bring
forth, according to the flesh, the Son of God.

And Abraham went into Egypt to escape famine in the land, evidentlyt dmrsult God about it,
went there and he took along with him what he shoulgérrigavetaken, he took along Lot and Let’
family, or Lot rathey who had the family laterWell Lot evidently was so pleased with the land of
Egypt, although Abraham left it and Lot left it too, but Leergually landed in Sodom, wathat the
plain was well-watered, it & a fine place for his flocks, and he got to the land of Sodom. And we
know what happened as a result of Sodom, Moab and Ammon were born.

And that brings us to the first verse of our chaptimelech, whose name meansmy God is
king” | eaves the land that God has chosen for him, and for the nation of Israel, and goes to the land of
Moab, a land perhaps not more than a hundred mitag aut a land that was an enemy of Isragéhd
when Christians he dealings with the enemyhe flesh, the world, and thewle it’s sure to produce
trouble.

I notice in the introduction to the book of Ruth in the Scofield Bible it mentions thatsRigh’
tory, or characteror rather her experience is a type or a normal picture of the Christgrerience.
But | rather doubt thisl usually accept the notes in the Scofield Bible as generally good, especially the
references. Bun this | would hae © say that | think the great mass of commentators on the book of
Ruth consider this, that although she was a Moabitess, a Gentile, excluded from thgatongyethe
Lord, she vas still not a picture of a Christian. Although she waveded just in the same way we are,
but the person she realized was to be her savior was God, whereas we come to God through Christ.



Continuing just the thought that this book shoulgendnave been, then we see that Elimelech,
“my God is king'should neer haveleft with his family for another land, the land of the enemynd
the reason whthe Moabite was nver to come into the congggtion of the Lord for ten generationsas/
that when the nation of Israel was in the wilderness, 40 yeasapipdied to the land of Moab for
water, and were refused it. In fact there wouldvBdeen a war between them. So Israeledoon, and
later Moab sa that Israel was quite a factor in the landythged Balaam, adise prophet to curse the
people of IsraelWe know the story of BalaamBalaam on three occasions tried to curse. He was hired
by Balak, king of Moab But God turned each case to a blessing. He said that he found no fault with
Israel, although he kmethat there was sin in the camp and it was rampant, werdually Moab got
Israel irvolved in the worship of sacrifices.

| believe tis is before the book of Ruth starts, so Elimelech “my God is king”, representing Jeho-
vah to them, certainly kn& of this history It must hae keen at a time when Moaba® not an oppres-
sor of the land of Israel, as we read in the finstdbapters of Judges, but it was at a later time.

WEell 10 years seems a short time when you read it in a casthik Wthin 10 years, Elimelech
is no more, he' aut of the scene, the twsons hae married, Moabitish wies, and thg are out of the
scene, and the mothevhose name is Naomi, and whose story occupies most of the first chapter of this
book, four chapters, is sorry for herself, and is complaining about thesldwalings with her Her
name, incidentallymeans pleasant. And she names herself Mara, which meansabitteshe has bitter
thoughts about the Lord. She went out full, and is returning empty.

But of course the highlight in the first chapter is the remarkableeron of Ruth. Although
Naomi certainly vas no gangelist, just the opposite, she begged her daughters¢itelaeturn, and
though theres the two scenes of weeping in this chaptre success of her plea thatythieturn to their
land and to their gods, just think of it, false gods, what a recommendatiory fdrilahof God as Naomi
was. ButRuth, whose name i%eauty’ or it's usually accepted that thata fir meaning of the name,
certainly is beautiful in characteAnd thats what we're here to try to gelop this eening.

Along with the historic picture and theay in which it is a type of the nation of Israel that is still
to be returned to the land of Israel and to become the first nation on earth, in the time of eigord’
over the earth, this carersion of hers, this statement is one of the highlights in literature, as well as in
Scriptures. don't think you could imprge a this beautiful language, the highlight of which is that she
says that “your God will be my God’Ruth 1:16].

That's the secret of carersion, isnt it. TheApostle told the Thessalonians thatytiead turned to
God from idols, exactly what Ruth is doing here. And she becomes, with this declaration she becomes
more of an Israelite than thousands of the Israelites who were bornapaifkey were Israelites by
natural birth, she is an Israelite by chosen birth, she is by spiritual I8fh. becomes more of an
Israelite than the And thats why | believe the prohibition of the Moabite not coming into the congre-
gation of the Lord is therebyaided. Thats cancelled, because she isanan Israelite, she has Isragl’
God. ‘Where thou diest will I dig,t he seenteenth verse, “there will | beubied. TheLord do so to
me and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.

And she little knev what she was getting into. And thaine of the things about cearsion.
True cowersion doesrt’bring us into a palace. It links us with a king, true, but we stilehar lives o
live in this scene, and the Lord has experiences to tell tisink I've dten mentioned that when we



become Christians we enter the school of Gbdat seems strange, dodsit’ You hae ererything,
you're from abject peerty to immense riches, as Il Corinthians 8:9 tells us. he became poor that we
might be enriched. But we & a tme here on earth to learn more about what we e knew that we
were sinners, but we didrfealize hav bad we were.How great sinners; that’oe of the things we
have © learn, that but for the constant power of God that keeps us, brings us into the fatadrsalv
that's aurs, but for that grace we would fall by theyside. V& wouldn't lose our salvation, but just
think of hav mary who once were bright Christians, that wnie Lord, that leed the Lord, that were
interested in him, read hisond every day prayed, and witnessed, anddil a Christian life, lved a life
pleasing to the Lord, motheyve fallen by the wyside. Whereaare thg? The’'ve gone back, like
Orpah, to their gods, becausesryone has to hee ssmething thg worship, something tlyelook to
above themselves.

Well the second chapter of Ruth is the story of the application of Ruth to her poStendidnt
come back to wealth, she came back teegg. They'd heard that there was bread in Bethlehem, and
Bethlehem means the house of bread; strangeiiginat Elimelech and his family shouldveawan-
dered avay from that. Certainly there was no prayer there, there was no divine guidance about that.
David in one of his Psalms says, and | badide’s just giving us the gist of what the Losdrind was
there, he says dwell in the land, and do good; so shalt thou bfPEaim 37:3] If we are interested in
divine feeding, I'm sure the Lord will supply iThis book, this letter that God has written for us, this
history, this appeal, this tale of manlife, what man has done with what God hasagihim, What a
failure hes made of it. How he’s forsalen and fogotten God. All of this should be, is, our food on
which the Christian should feed and get sustenaAcel the Spirit of God will ta& of the things that
are in this book, this letter that God has written, andentten good to usThey will be spiritual food,
they'll grow. “Desire the sincere milk of theosd” the apostle Peter tells us, “that you mayvgro
thereby’ [I Peter 2:2].

Well, the second chapter of Ruth is the story of Bolz dso Ruth, but only Ruth in a small
capacity Ruth, immediately after she is accepted in Bethlehem, the house of bread gjist liirds,
you want food yowe got to go get it. No one is going to put it in your mouth. And so Ruthetak
advantage of what the Lord had pieusly provided, in the 19th chapter of Leviticus, in the nirgisg,
we're told that the Israelite was to \@aa m@rt of his field ungleanedHe was to see that the poor and
the stranger had something to get from him. In that way he was a contributor to the alleviation of dis-
tress, was a dine provision. Butwhat is remarkable is not that Ruth did this, took advantage of this
provision of God, lot that she should happen to lights il emarkable expression but you can se& ho
God was in it, her hap was to light on a portion of the field that belonged to Boaz. Boaz, as we learn
from the first verse of the second chapi®r rear kinsman of Elimelech, not Naomuytthe is a kins-
man of Elimelech. And therefore there is hope for Naomi and Ruth, although apparently Naomi didn’
realize this at the time because in the end of the book of Deuteronowigigoras made for the raising
up of a family who had lost all the males, and also for those who had sold their land becauvegyof po
that land was to be redeemed.

And so you hee the maintenance of tharhily, and the return of their propertyhat a remark-
able thing. Theres reve been anything lik this in ary nation that Ive ever heard of. In all the Gentile
nations, if you were popyou could be a slee. But here was the divine provision, in the 25th chapter
and the 23rd chapter of Deuteronomy you’ll find these provisions made, for the sustenance of the



Israelite &en though he had run across bad times. And shaftoourse what the book of Ruth is about.

And she is of course in the geneology of the Lord himself, one of the four women, three of them Gen-
tiles. Remarkabldasn't it, that out of the nation of which Abraham was thtér of which he was the
progenitor that into that line creeps three persons, who are to be in that long line that brought into being
the savior of the world.

Well, you'd haveto read the whole of this chapter to get an idea of the kindness, and the eonsider
ation, of the wonderful character of Boaz. Boaz’' name méanisim is strengthi. H e is the power of
God. Andtheres ane correction that df like to make: in the very first verse of this second chaptisr
that Boaz is described as a mighty man of weditbw if you’ll look that word wealth up in your con-
cordance, look it up in the Greek, you'll find that thatrevwealth is the same word ttstsed of Naa-
man. Naamaihe Syrian is described as a mighty manalbr though he was a lepefhat’s the dif-
ference here. Boaz, here, is a perfect character of the Lord himself, the one who is the kinsman-
redeemerthe one who redeemseeything. Creationgvey single being, he' purchased it by his blood.

Boaz is only a type of Him, because Boaz didmake any sacrifice. Heprobably spent some of
his mong to redeem this propertgnd he gained a wonderful wife as a result of it, and through agr w
brought into being a son who was to be the grandfather of David, so that she comes into the kingly line.
You se hav the name “my God is kingis perpetuated in the story of Ruth.

Well the remarkable character of Ruth comes out h8tee gleans in the field; she keeps after the
reapers, and she gathers the grain, and at the end of tlieyadayread it you'll see that she musvba
been a very diligent person, and this is the true chayadbere she is an example for us Christians.
She had diligence. Sheovked hard for this food. It asnt easy; she had to pvale for two: for herself
and her mothein-law. And this was only to continue as long as the harvest was there. As soon as the
harvest was\er, there was no more food.

And the words of Boaz are reallyowderful; | should read them, | shoultipass @er them. |
think that the wrds of Boaz in the ebenth verse are worth reading, worth considering. Boaz, after
finding out who this person is that is gleaning in his field, tells her to go on reaping, and to stay in that
field, and to be protected there. Because what she did was a rather dangerous thingoultidre mo
love lost between the Israelites and a Moabitess, and so she mighielea molested, but just notice, in
addition to her diligence, the attitude sheegkafter being assured of food, aratev “she fell on her
face, and bwed herself to the ground, and said to him Wiavel found grace in thine eyes, that thou
shouldest ta& knowledge of me, seeing | am a stranger?”

That was the right attitude,asnt it. Thats the attitude that God lds. Hetells us that in the end
of the book of Isaiah. The Lordues the humble, the contrite, those that tremble, those tivat raaa-
ence for his word [Isaiah 66:2]. He comes to them, he dwells with thigsnremarkable, ist’it. If
you'd like to look up some very inspiring words you would find them in the 63rd chapter and the 66th
chapter of Isaiahl recommend reading them; thgive, really, an pression of the heart of God.

Boaz answers this eman thas lying on the ground there, and wonderingywie $ould tale
knowledge of her It was nice enough for him to allcher to glean in his field, but then to ¢akotice of
her, assure her of his protection and friendship. He said “It hath fully beameshme, all that thou hast
done to tly mother in lav since the death of thine husband: anavitbou hast left t father and th
mother and the land of th nativity, and art come to a people which thou knewest not heretofidne.



LORD recompense yhwork, and a full revard be gven thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose
wings thou art come to trusfRuth 2:11-12]. This is a remarkable expression, and Ruth uses it, and
David uses it.It's in the 91st Psalm, and\&eal other places, “under whose wings thou art come to
trust” | think the Lord also used it. He used it in connection with his ??arafdll to Jerusalem,
when he saidhow often would | hae cathered th people under my wings, as a chicken does, and you
would not’ [ Luke 13:34].

And here, Boaz, type of Christ, type of the Lord himself, uses those xemyssions. an&uth,
in the nat chapter remarkably she speaks when she is at Beafget, at night there, a picture of the
way that the nation of Israel will creep to the Lardeet in the day to come, when yirealize that here
is the Messiah, here is the person we crucified. It will beoaderful time for them. And Ruth says
there “do not spread yhskirt over thy handmaid, but spreadytiwings” She was claiming his protec-
tion.

(I wonder what this stone isPguess thas the one that MrSchultz used the other dayVe cught
to remare this; | could use that against somebody not payilygatantion.)

But this condition that we find Ruth and Boaz in, his being the projétsowatching @er her,
and telling his men, this is one of the remarkable expressions in the theblsome of the handfuls of
purpose’some of the handfuls on purpose, handfuls of grain that she needed for her food, | thénk that’
in the 16th verseéA nd let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for et leave them, that she may
glean, and ralke her not’ So that in addition to what she was gleaning, slas getting some from
Boaz, she was getting extra materiRleminds me of Solomon, who not onlgvgthe queen of Sheba
all that she asked faout gaveher in addition out of his royal bounty.

Truly the Lord is good. And just think of the time when he was here on ddetfied 5000 on one
occasion, and 4000, although | be#et was more. The women and children were not counBad.
there were tw occasions where there were much, amnalance left wer. And this is the way with God,
isn’'t it. Theres far more that he has tovgi than we could possibly reeei Open the windows of
Heaven, he said he would open the windows of ¥ea that there would not be room enough to rexei
it. [Genesis7:11] [ll Kings 7:2, 19].

| sometimes think of thaterse when we la a leary rain. We had one the other night; itoke
me up at something likiwo in the morning. It was remarkable; it was just éka doudhurst, lasted just
for a fav moments. Buhave you ever thought that if God didn'restrain the rain, i mllions of tons of
water up abwe s, if God didnt restrain the rain, we would be dmed. Thiscould very easily happen,
but he is he creator and he is the sustainer of theans¢. Hepreserveswerything in order.

Yes, Ruth, in this humble condition, at the feet of Boaz, to thank him, to wongehevénould
take rotice of her | think thats an gpt place for us, tooWhy should God ®er havepaid ary attention
to us. Even those of us that & experienced something of the grace of God, andeveéen preserd
all these years, what returnveawe made to him for all his ke? What hae we got to say for our
sehes? Atthe \ery best, he told his disciples, when yautbne &erything just say you're unprofitable
senants. Andhat’s | believe gctured in this attitude of Ruth, humility.

The same thing happened with David and MephiboshBivid remembered that tet’had a
covenant with Jonathan, and it occurs to him one dayl haven’t kept that promise, So he says is there
is anyone left of the house of Saul that | couldwsitite kindness of God to himYes, theg tell him,



theres one, MephiboshethAs a young baby he was dropped by his nurse, or someone, ardnhe’

on both his feet. Bring himMephibosheth is brought and he just cowers kmpor person xpecting

death at anminute. Daid sets him at ease, and/gg hm the highest place he could, a place at his ta-
ble. Nowv a aippled person is not a nice sight to see; none of us | imagine @kl fove with a crip-

pled person.They may have wonderful characteend I'm sure thg do, some of them, but thesesome-

thing about their handicap that dodsappeal to us.We might be in the same position ourselves, some
day Theres no elling when you get into a car today whether you're going to get out the same way you
went in; \ery easily could run into an accident that could cripple you. There was an article just on that
some years ago in the Readers Dig8dteres no giarantee. Ando | think these folks that just ride

the rods as fast as thean, jam on the brakes, and so onytteeplaying with death. One of these days
when thg hit something or be hit, then life will be different.

Well that's aside from the point, ist’it. Ruth, diligent, and nwe in the third chapter we read
something that | donthink is provided for in the word of God, this was Naanidea. AlthougHh think
she has advanced from the position she took in the first chapdeihe gratitude she mustvaafelt for
the service of Boaz to Ruth, and for the kindness of Ruth to her in supplying her with food, but she has
the idea that by nudging Boaz,wathough he is not the nearest of kin,haily one of the kinsmen,
that this will bring about the restoration of the inheritance. That was very important.

Well, Ruth | imagine at first must kia thought this was strange that she should do this daring
thing, unceer the blanket of a man thathot her husband, lie at his feet, but she did it. And $hai®
of the lessons we kia o learn, and I'm afraid most of us will only learn it in a small part. That is that
God's word calls for obedience. If we want to be blessed to the full, there must be a greater measure of
obedience than we’re accustomed targj. | think a great manof us ae accustomed to takhe word
of God, that part of it that appeals to us, that we like, that suits us, and thaih&g’ But arything
that's a Ittle difficult, that we just think is a little incesnient, or repulsie, or two demanding, that we
can very easily find an excuse for not obeying.

WEell | believe this was something that mustvieabeen repugnant to Ruth, but it turned out that by
obeying it, God used it for the rest that Naomi speaks about in the dirs¢.v Noticeall this is predi-
cated upon what isgn us in the first verse of the third chaptéMy daughter shall | not seek restor
a resting place “for thee, that it may be well with thegRuth 3:1] And so the rest of the chapter is the
story of what happened. And you can sew itccould hare keen misinterpreted by anyone who kne
it, This was a pxate thing; Boaz so treats it. Let it not be known that a woman came ihfd&Ruth
3:14] his chambeiis it, but notice hw all this is kept on a high planéiVhen Boaz is reminded of the
fact that he could be a kinsman, he could do the work of a kinsman-redéerssrs ‘now, my daugh-
ter” verse 11,'fear not; | will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people dotiv kno
that thou art a virtuous woman.

You see there was nothing of an immoral, or a difficult, or uncertain character/Amideagain he
provides more food, which is something that we can appreciate, from our Boaz, the Lord Jesus Christ,
wheneer we need it, wheneer we're in the position of requiring food, it is his graciousness, it is his
kindness to provide it for us: Go not empty to th mother in lav.” T hen Naomi said, “Sit still, my
daughteruntil thou knav how the matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until hesédinished
the thing this day



Then the fourth chapter goes on to the conclusion of e nearer kinsman, that should/éa
been the one thatauld hare been applied to, for Ruth, for the restoration of Nasmibperty her
inheritance, and for the name of ELI and faisiily, that should hee been taken up with the nearer kins-
man. ButBoaz goes to him and tells him of the circumstance, “If thou wilt redeénv déf;se 4,
“redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that | maykidor there is none to redeem it
beside thee; and | am after thefnd the nearer kinsman said, “I will redeeni iB ut he didnt know
the circumstances.

And this has often been likened to the condition of Israel before the coming of Christ. When the
Law was gven, you remember the ten commandments on the tables of stone, the first time when Moses
came down from the mount he immediately lerddem, for the ery first one had been broken, the first
law. The first of the ten commandmentassbroken, “thou shalt kka o other God beside nife H ere
they were worshipping the gods that yhead seen in Egypt, and were ready to go back there. So then
Moses went back agn and a lessea rew nmethod, instead of 100%wa God mixed lav with grace.
and the ten commandments were agamergibut there was grace with it. And the condition of life and
blessing was that Israel was to keep thiw few, mixed with lav and grace, as a condition of life and
blessing. Ifthey didn’t do that, if they didn’t keep that I, if they turned avay from God, it would be
their death, and a curse. And the condition of courags an impossible one to meet. But it was the
condition under which Israelvigd until the cross of Christ, until Cadwy. And since Calary, that has
been abolishedTheres no me made righteous moby the deeds of the law; $’'only by faith in the
work of Christ. How fortunate we are that we werebbrn in the days of which we're readindt’s
beautiful to read it and seewndhe grace of Godwercame the sin and the failure of man, of Gaa¥o-
ple, but its certainly nice to think that God is treating us, has treated ws foio1900 years, on the
mildest, the simplest, the easiest terms that man cualdhave That's just by simple faith in Christ.

Abraham had that. Abraham was told to look at the staes you count them®o. Soshall tty
seed be. That is your descendants shall equal the number of thes®©§teoarse it was an unknm
number Today we talk about billions of galaxies, let alone billions of stars Abrahams faith was
such that he belied God. You see, he didhfeason. Reasoningould hase ld him thats impossible.
And thats the same way with us. God tells the sinner that if you Vi@ my Son, put your &ith in
him, you'll have a rew life. You'll have gernal life, your sins will be fgriven, you'll have a pace in
heasen, your name will be written in the Book of Life. All of that, and much more.

But | believe tbday theres more people that disbelie that than there were people in Israel that
were against the promises of God. And so weeHais wonderful story that ends with the marriage of
Boaz and Ruth, and the issue, a son, in time, who becomes Naomi’'Shereats him as her son, her
new life. Thisis a picture of Israel in the day to come, whery tare joined again to the Lord: Thy
maler is tly husband’[Isaiah 54:5] Isaiah tells usAnd God will forgive them their sins.They will
turn to him, just as Ruth did, and really accept him as their @od. hearing today of Jewish people,
how they still hate the person of Jesus Christyéao use for him, treat him as a traif@s a eécever, a
false prophet. And | supposean committing the unpardonable sin, that of treating hiskythe vorks
he did here on earth to attest his Deity as the work of Satan, the prince of the demons. That portrays a
state of heart God cannot flive. To link God the Bther God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit as
being the work of Satan, that betrays a state that God cannetforgi



Well, | should reinforce the statements thaelhade about the heir and the inheritance by reading
the two passages in Leviticus 25:25 you doméed to look at it, I'll just read it quickly'If thy brother
be waxen pooyand hath soldway some of his possession, and ifyasf his kin come to redeem it, then
shall he redeem that which his brother soMou see this is just exactly what Naomi did. She sold the
property; being poothere vas nothing else she could do, hoping that this would come into Atay it
did.

And the other is about the inheritance, in Deuteronomy‘ 26brethren dwell togetheend one of
them die, and he ro child, the wife of the dead shall not marry withoot outside, “to a stranger: her
husband brother shall go in to heend tale her to him to wife, and perform the duty of an husband’
brother to hei’[ Deuteronomy 25:5]. And so on.

So that, in three occasions, the lot of Ruth and Naomi wereezbby divine praisions. Andso,
| believe this book was written, & ort of a transition between the end of the book of Judges and the
beginning of the book of Samuel, which introduces us to the kingly line. Israel desired aTkieg.
had turned their backs upon Gotihey wanted to be li& the rest of the nations, and Goavgthem the
man of their choice. Heayethem a tall, strapping feNg a Beautiful specimen of manhood, Saéind
Saul did well for the first part of his 40 yeaBut he disobeyed, and gradualtgntinually consistently,
his kingship became a matter of oppression of the people of Israel.

[END OF TAPE]



